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ADY WENTWORTH To MRS, MENYILLE, 


JT HAVE your letter, my dear proud friend; 

1 how much am I deceived in you; I 
thought you meek, complaiſant, and obli- 
ging; no! you reſiſt the entreaties of your 
Charlotte; you are rich,” doubtleſs, © very 
rich,” and ſuperior to the power or will to 

oblige thoſe who love you; well, purſue, ob- 
| ſerve, thoſe faſtidious notions which mortify 


your friends, and by mortifying yourſelf, gra- | 
tify your enemies. You muſt do as you. 


8 pleaſe, 


* 
712 
„ 
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Pleaſe, and 1 muſt ſubmit to your arbitrary 
determination. I lay down my pen, my 
ind! iS diſturbed, and I cannot at preſent go 
on. My dear Mrs. Menville, forgive me, 
I believe I am too petulant, I am a ſpoiled 
child, and cannot bear to be croſſed in my 
wiſhes, but your ſuperior wiſdom ſhall con- 
troul my impatience ; you promiſe; when you 
want aſſiſtance, you will apply to me; I 
depend on that-promiſe ; I think worlds would 
not bribe you to break your word when once 
given, on that J rely. 


j 1 have much to tell you, I am the friend, 

the confidant of Donna Antonia; I am 

grieved for her; “ What is more terrible 

than a hopeleſs love? ber's is ſuch for Har- 

ley—ſhe no longer affects to miſlead me, 

ſhe owns her partiality, though confident it 
never can be returned. 


wa 1 eſteem, I love him,” ſaid me. © why 
ſhould I ſeek to hide from others, what I 
cannot t conceal from myſelf? my dear lady, 


* 


* 7 
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pity me; the completion of our own withes i is 
often our ſevereſt puniſhment ; I was the 
firſt to deſire, to. entreat, you, would ſtay lon- 
ger at Spa, I now. find I did wrong; every 
day adds ſtrength to my pre- poſſeſſion. I 


call to mind what you told me, his attach- 


ment to another lady, but that lady is mar- 


ried, his attachment cannot continue now; 
he is an Heretic, ſhould he feel a regard for 


me, my father, my friends never will conſent 
to ſuch an union, and without it, portionleſs 


and reprobated, I have too much pride ever PD 


to be his. Dear madam, inſtruct me, tell me 


what I muſt do to conquer this partiality, to 
regain tranquillity, and re- obtain the love of 


my ſiſter, and my own eſteem ?” 


I embraced the lovely girl, I applauded 
her ſentiments, her heroiſm ; I thought it be- 
hoved me to ſpeak. plainly, without mention- 
ing names I related to her your whole ſtory, 
and developed Captain Harley's ſentiments. 


She heard me with ſtrict attention. When I 


ſtopped, | 1 c 
B 2 8 Din 
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Dear Lady Wentworth, how good you 
are, what an angel is your friend, what a 
leſſon have you taught me ? ſhe ſacrificed 
her ificlinations to oblige her family; ſhall 
the dutiful Antonia do leſs ? no, I will ſub- 
due my affection, I will no longer entertain 
ſentiments repugnant to the wiſhes of my 
father; if I cannot immediately marry the 
man of his choice, I will no longer harden my 
mind againſt him; I will judge him fairly, I 
will try to do juſtice to his merits, and if 
poſſible, overcome the reluctance 1 feel to 
oblige my family. Let the aſſaſſination, can 
that be pardonable? Can the mind be good 
where ſuch evil deſigns predominate ? dear 
Lady Wentworth, pity me, pray for me, in- 
deed I will try to emulate your angelic 


friend. 95 


1 was greatly affected; I aſſured her 1 
eſteemed her infinitely ; that ſhe was one of 
the firſt of women, and would, I was confi- 
e ſucceed in her endeavours, to be a pat- 


tern to her ſex. I ſaw ſhe was gratified by 
| TT. 14 
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my praiſes, and I am ſure, from the natural 
greatneſs and generoſity of mind ſhe poſſeſſes, 


will get the better of a paſſion which meet 
no return. | 


Iam N about Mrs. Nevilte, ſhe ſubs 


mitted to the loſs of her huſband, after the 


firſt violent emotions of grief were ſubſided, 
with as much fortitude as we could well ex- 
pect; ſne even began to be cheerful, but 
within theſe laſt. three weeks, ſhe is grown 
melancholy, reſerved, pale and: unhappy. 1 
have ſpoken to her on the ſubject, I can ob- 


tain no information, ſhe. evades 88 TOI 
and aſks 1 in _—_ 


a Has ſhe not 4 wha wh 
to return to a country, without friends or 
connexions, where ſhe was once bleſt with ſo 
many * 


by Perkaja then, Mrs. Namn; you would . 
prefer * abroad . 17 £ ret 


2 
** * 


 'B;- . » wi 


ö — 


# 


& WOMAN As dur SHOULD By. 


ee: What, madam, when C aptain Harley | 


and you are going to England ? no, without 


ON. ſociety I'muſt be wretched indeed !” 


1 ſaid no more, but I am dtc ſome 


fecret grief preys upon her mind, and I ſin- 


cerely pity her. She is cold and diſtant to 
the Oſſuana family, and generally declines 


their invitations; Mr. Sackville appears to 


be her greateſt favourite, and he is evidently 
partial to her; being unhappy, is a tufficient 
17 hb Sat his . 5 | | 


7 am deleted with, though grieved for, 


your amiable St. Bernard, her fate is a ſe- 
vere one, to be the victim of avarice and 


falſe conjectures, but ſhe has a dignity of 
mind, and a reſignation, which will, I doubt 
not, make her caſy, though not happy in 
her profeſſion ; tell her I love her for her 
kindneſs to my friend. Was I not thorough- 
ly acquainted with the ſtrength of your prin- 
ciples, I ſhould think you in danger of being 


converted, but I can i quae candidly of the 
VVVVVVVVCT ne 
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Catholic faith, as well as. yourſelf; 14 ae and 
know many very amiable perſons of that 
perſuaſion, and have no doubt but local ſitua- 
tions form our principles of religion; for 
born in France or Spain, we had aſſured- 

ly been Catholics. The Count 8 family, 

| drawing their , firſt breath, and receiving 
their education in England, would in all 
probability have been Proteſtants. The 
good and pious of all different perſuaſions, 
love and admire; and deſpiſe the narrow 
contracted heart, which admits of no worth, 

no ſalvation, out of their , own. church. 

Antonia is che moſt charitable Catholic 1. 
have ever. met with; ſhe | admires merit 
wherever. ſhe meets with it, without con- 
ſidering what . their religion may be: not 
ſo Iſabella, ſhe is a bigot, haughty, reſerved; 

and looks with a contemptuous pity on here) 
tics; as unhappy beings, on the verge of 
deſtruction group their own folly. 


I am really grown wonderous fond of Spa, 
we have moſt agreeable parties; the Du- 
SIT ESE: - : cheſs 


: | Would tb heaven you were with us. The 
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chefs of C engages evely heart, by 

her affability and fweetneſs; how engaging 
is that winning condeſcenſion in perſons of 
high rank; they ought indeed to be above 
being proud; they may condeſcend to beftow 
diſtinction, they can receive none from others, 
but they may enjoy the love, the admiration 
of every body, they may obtain a reputation, 
worth a thoufand hours, ſacrificed to pride 
and an aſſumed ſuperiority over others. 
Here are likewiſe ſeveral foreign ladies of 
diſtinction, whoſe pleaſant manners and natu- 
ral vivacity, greatly enliven our parties; 


Count and his daughters are juſt come in, 1 
mult attend them; heaven preſerve you my 
dear and amiable friend, may you ſoon be 
reſtored to happineſs, and _ friends anxi- 


dus wildes. 


Believe me ever your's, 
| CHARLOTTE WENTWORTH. 


LETTER 
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LETTER 6 
MRS. MENVILLE TO LADY WENTWORTH.. 


0 W unluckily and «clita am I 

thrown into freſh embarraſſments ! 
this morning a young Engliſh lady, a pen- 
ſioner, was ſitting with me, when one of the 
- nuns came to tell her, a gentleman, a relation | 
of her's, was at the grate, and requeſted to 
ſee her, having letters from her family ; Miſs 
Southwell begged me to accompany her to 
the parlour; how I came to comply with 
her requeſt, I know not, as I had made ita 
point not to ſee any company; but ſo it was, 
B 5 1 followed 
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; lour, who ſhould T ſee at the grate but Lord 


ſhip, < this 1 is fortunate indeed!“ 


 Shintdil. with a ſenile. 


"wr ſweet little girl? Pho 


happy to ſee your. Lordſhip 1 in the fame de- 


SN Wich a low coir and before Miſs 
Southwell could prevent me, I haſtily quit- 


J followed her, and on coming into the par- 
Longfield. Our Midi was mutual. 


« Mrs. Menville,” £ exthimed his Lord- 
« You are acquainted then,” faid Miſs 


« I have the honour of knowing his Lord- 
ſhip,” I replied, ce we were once 3 TOM 
in the yer til 
« I "IVY my der mach, 4 aid he, a 
little recovered, I ON you are well, and 
j « „We are both perſecly my and ty am 
ſirable ſituation.” 


#4 45 B — 
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- ted the parlour, exceedingly mortified, that 
chance ſhould have thrown me in the way of 

ſeeing him, for if, by any accident, Lord 
Longfield's viſit to this convent ſhould be 
known to Mr. Menville, nothing, dare fay, 
would perſuade him to believe otherwiſe, than 
that he was acquainted with my retirement. 
When Miſs Southwell returned, 1 Was in 

tear s. 


« God bleſs me, 1 madam, 1 ia 
the matter; how is it that my couſin and 
you are both ſo ſhocked and Srie ved at this 
accidental interview! oo 

. to e ſuch delicate circum- 
ſtances to her, as cauſed my diſtreſs, I ons 
replied, | | 


cc That his 1 having been ac- 
quainted with my huſband, and known me 
in happier days, his preſence, which. I. did 
not expect, had reminded me of thoſe ſitua- 

3 5 6 51 1 8 tions 


2301 


> —— 
——— 


2 = e 
a — 2 — 


14 
14 
19 
1:78 
1 - 
1 
19 
114 
1 
A 
[1 b 
1 * 
Br 
7 
i 
{9 
i 1} 
U 7 
* 
i 
+ Y 
4 . 
= 
; 15 
{4 
'n 
f 
* B 
14 
17 
FE 
. 
* 
1 
if ” 
xt 
» 
3 
. by 
3 
bo 
B. 
4 . 
£ 
vo 
155 
„ 
* 
F 
12 
4 
1 * 
y 
F 
1 
1 fr 
j 


- 44 222 ow 
CT — 
* r Weg 7055 gn = — — 
— N 8 bs . J 9 FA g 7 % — 
— 0 2 8 "ap 4 81 4 > 2 3 + * 1 — 
— 3 * —_ __ 2 N . 
CC 7 (2 <4 Ju th — —— 
3 


„ 


8 WOMAN AS SHE SHOULD Be. 


5 tions which I could not reflect on without 


5 


1 


bl obkes” 1 TR eis, and 
eyed me with an unfavourable and ſuſpicious 
air, ſpoke very little, and ſoon left me. 


c Is it not very unfortunate for me, to be 
thus thrown in the way of a man, whom of 
all others I would avoid; yet unconſcious as 


he is of being an object of jealouſy—jealou- 


y! no, I retract the word, jealouſy implies 
ſome degree of affection; ſuſpicion is the 
proper epithet for Mr. Menville's ideas; 


not knowing then that Mr. Menville thought 


indifferently of him, he muſt think my be- 
haviour very ſtrange and unpolite, yet F 
could not act otherwiſe. This vexatious 
circumſtance ſhall be a leflon to me, not to 
venture near the grate again,” 


Madam St. Bernard has juſt been with 
me, ſhe ſaid, Miſs Southwell mentioned in 
full claſs to her dear mother, Mrs. Men- 

. 


WOMAN AS SHE SHOULD BE: * 
ville's confuſion and ſtrange behaviour, at 
ſeeing her couſin, and that during the little 
deſired ſhe would pay particular attention to 
Mrs. Menville ; in ſhort, faid the malicious 


One would think there was a love affair 
between them, and very like her huſband 
placed her in a convent whilſt he is OP > 
to a their ſeeing each other. ” 

IS . Miſs Soutnwell; ” ſaid amid st. 
Paul, you ſhould never hazard ſuch un- ; 
generous conjectures ; Mrs. Menville con- 

ducts herſelf with great propriety, and I dare 
anſwer for it, the i is perfectly free from an 
improper attachment to any _ FE. ef 9005 


The oirt r put up her lip at th beben and 
Madame St. Bernard fears ſhe will do me 
great Pre judice in the convent. ; 


« Yet 


. f * 12 1 - 


ff - 
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Vet why ſhould: ſhe, I have never oſ- 
eee DOT, weg 17 any ne ſo, JEM 


. 
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T oy TEE fo 3 affected. that. 


my amiable friend ſhed tears of ſympathy 


over me, and fearful that foe too might enter- 


tain unfavourable ſuſpicions, I very frankly 


acquainted her with every circumſtance of my 


life; ſhe embraced me with the warmeſt 
op. 


« I was RY L. could: not Te deceived,” 


| ad ſhe, the very firſt moment 1 ſaw you, 


that ingenuous countenance poke a good 


heart; we may be prejudiced in favour of 
beauty, without doubt, but in Mrs. Men- 
ville's face, the leading character was frank- 
neſs and ſincerity ; 1 pride myſelf on my 
diſcernment. 


Deareſt madam, take com- 
fort, be aſſur ed you will one day be reward- 
ed 1 your patient obedience to a prejudiced 
and 


— 


LEE 
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E and Hleadviſed: man; you will yet be an- or- 
nament, a en example to the eee 
My FER Lady Wantwarch, ine n 

ing is eulogy from a friend! how does it 
ſtimulate a feeling mind to deſerve it, and 
that in compliment to the judgment of that 
friend, as well as for our own advantage. 
will not be diſturbed at any thing this talka- 
tive girl ſays, my conduct ſhall ene 
her n conjectures. 


Your ſecond: letter is this moment brought 


to me; I congratulate you on the agreeable 
addition to your parties, but I am entirely 


unacquainted with the Count and his daugh- _ 


ters. Mrs. Colemore mentioned nothing of 
her correſpondence with Captain Harley, to 
me. Scrupulous, with reſpect to the deli- 
cacy I thought neceſſary to obſerve, after I 
became Mr. Menville's wife, IJ choſe not to 
hear any particulars relative to Captain Har- 
ley; yet you fee I could not eſcape cenſure; 
the intercourſe between them was known, 
| and 
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and I was ſuppoſed to be concerned in it—T 


am happy, however, in g able to acquit 


25 hh 

„ Prot what "_ think of — I ould 
1 08 if the article of religion can be diſ- 
penſed with, ſne might prove a very deſira- 


ble wife for Captain Harley; I ſhould re- 


Joice to hear he-was married to an amiable 


woman, ſuch as you deſcribe that lady; pray 


let me hear further particulars relative to the 
family; I am already warmly prejudiced in 


favour of the ' eldeſt daughter; perhaps 


bella may be equally eſtimable, but hav- 


ing more of the Spaniſh manners about 


her, that gravity and reſerve do not re- 


commend her to the eſteem of the Engliſh ; 


yet we ought to, allow for local prejudices, 

and different modes of education, and doing 
that, the cheerful openneſs of Antonia's 

manners are more to be wondered at, than 
the habitual gravity of Iſabella's, which per- 
haps may not be tinctured by ill-nature or 
I ſuppoſe, when. I next hear 
| from. 


r — 
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from you, it will be from London; may 
gentle gales ſoon waft you to your native 
ſnore; may your journey be productive "Y 
health, peace and pleaſure, and may your 
worthy friends live to rejoice in your feli- 
city 1 My (Pe and beſt _—_ to all. 


ny dear r Lady Wenoworth, 


your affetionate 


Tuner vx, 


LETTER 
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MRS, COLEMORE TO MRS, MENVILLI. 
i | POE 82 3 g 
% 
Have news for you my deer Mrs. 


Menville. "Two: days ago your brother 
3 unexpectedly made his appearance 
at Sudbury; my father was ee . 
4 


f 


« IT am not K by to ſee you returned, ſir, 
but I muſt ſuppoſe ſomething more than 
common has procured us that pleaſure. 


« Yes,” 


{| | 
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00 Ves, 2 replied” your brother, with” a 
mighty ſelf-ſufficient air, * yes, my return 
is ſomething ſudden to be ſure, and the cauſe 
of it not a little eee ; [ am mar- 
ried, Ur.” FO "ILY ELLIS 2 2 


Nd ud Martied! repeated my father, & what = 
ns m are of age 3 it is not legal, fire” | 


8 But I intend to ns it 18 25 marty- 
ing again i in thn wen e = 


Tis. 


3M But Pra; { fir, 1 1 aſk en the ber 
iP TIE : 


Oh! certainly; che lady's name was 
Madam Roland, the widow of a great ban- | 
ker, ſhe has Art! thouſand, f.?“ 6 2% 


.4 if 5,” my W '« ing: 1 
lady i is a woman of character, you are a for- 
tunate young man. However, I ſhould be 
glad to know every particular reſpecting this 
marriage, as J hold myſelf, in ſome degree, 

reſponſible 


reſponſible for your contin fo important A 


; - . 


I By all nt REY by, i. 
« here is my ſtory. Lou know I was' at 
Bruſſels with my friend, he was very expen- 
five; I could not bear to appear in the 
light of an inferior, and therefore figured 
away likewiſe, until J got confoundedly in 
debt; the ſupply I Had from you was noth- 
ing. I was adviſed to apply to Madam 
Roland, who lent out money on intereſt. I 
waited on her, ſhe proved gerierous, and I was 
freed from my embarraſſments, by giving her 
a bond for the money advanced me, payable 
in two months, though I could not tell how 
T ſhould raiſe it. Madam Roland was very 
agreeable, I was a frequent viſitor ; I began 
at laſt to think ſhe was very partial to me; 
it ſtruck into my head, Why not try to gain 

the widow, and pay your debt by giving her 
a good huſband. I hailed the lucky thought, 
and watched a favourable opportunity to declare 
r | my 


nigh Lebend eie and 
in a few days ſhe agreed to marry me, con- 
ditionally, that we ſhould ſer off for England 
directly; ſhe procured a prieſt, and I en- 
gaged to have the ceremony performed a- 
gain on our arrival in England. She made 
over to me twenty thouſand pounds, and has 
about ſix more reſerved to herſelf, an im- 
menſe fortune abroad: in-:ſhort, we were 
married, and fled to avoid the pouts and 
reproaches of her relations. We came ſafe 
to London laſt night, and now, fir, I muſt 
beg leave to introduce my wife, and alſo re- 
queſt you will make her legally ſo, by giv- 
ing your conſent, and conforming to the 
laws of this en a 


My father, you may be: ſure, was greatly 
ſurpriſed, but he thought the wiſeſt way 
now, would be to comply, he therefore ſig- 


 nified, that he might bring Mrs. Oſwald down 


to us. He was mightily-pleaſed, ſet off the © 
ſame evening, and this morning returned 
with his wife. 1 had ** myſelf ſome 
92 | ; old 
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old frippery French coquette; no ſuch a 
I.,. aſſure you ; ſhe 1s, I believe, a dozen years 
older than your brother, but an agreeable 
polite woman ;' ſhe ſpeaks a little Engliſh, . 
ſufficient to be underſtood, and in ſhort, I 
think he is very fortunate, if appearances 
may be depended upon. 1 ſhall attend them 
at church to-morrow morning, to confirm 
their marriage; your brother ſays he ſhall 
ſell the reverſion of the living Mr. Menville 
gave him, having no inclination to devote 
himſelf to the church, as his eſtate and wife's 
fortune will enable him to live very well. 
This evening he aſked us after you; I eager- 
Ay told him every thing, he ſeemed affected, 
Mrs. Oſwald 1 55 


8 Dear fir,” ſaid ſne, « reſcue your good 
\fiſter make ſome application to her huſband 
to do her a 


11 © £ 40 


5 0 4 1 will en oh it 1 will; alta to- 
| | Morrow, when we act 0 e I will ſe 


MF. uncle on the buſineſ | 
& But 


2 


* i 
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* Vs. 83 ; | [2183 10 3 2 5 
. But you have no houſe 1 in town, . criec : 


bh « had not Mrs. Ofwald 1 0 ſtay with 


ill vou can Procure one? "AFR 
$1.3 
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ce 1 ſhould: be very happy to do fo, madam, a 

* e to Mr. Ofwald 3 : 1 ET eau 
ce By all means,” he 1 * and thanked 

me very politely for giving the 1 invitation. "Oe 


I affure you he 1s greatly altered, and much 
improved in his manners; I hope he will 


make a good huſband, for I like his viſe - 
ceedingly. . g „ 


— 


1 


Juſt returned from church. They are 
now firmly united, and I hope will be happy. 
My mother thinks the lady ſhowed more 
love than prudence,” in riſquing herſelf and 
fortune into the hands of ſo young a man, 
and of whom ſhe knew ſo little; as a woman 
at the full age of diſcretion, and a widow too, 
ſhe fays there was a degree of levity in her 
conduct, certainly Hardy pardonable in a 


Fenn | 
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TY 


Fi perſon of thirty. However, the ladies a- 


92 I have been told, are not altogether 
ſerupulous and preciſe | as the Engliſh; 
the young one's are a thouſand times more 
reſerved, but when they marry, paradoxical 
as it may ſeem, they marry to obtain their 
liberty, and ever after kick prudence and 
diſcretion out of doors. But I will readily 
abſolve Madame Roland, if ſhe has erred 
only 3 in favour of Mr. Oſwald. FT 0-morrow 
Es which he — — writing to Mr. + 
ville, if he can obtain his addreſs. I am 
. really much pleaſed to ſee ſuch an alteration 


in his diſpoſition, if it is not too ſudden to be 
. | 


My dear Mrs. Menville, I "RA findth- 
ing my letter, until your brother's return: he 
has ſeen your uncle, 1 will not repeat the 
| diſcourſe of ſuch a —; help me to a word 
bad enough for a wretch ſo deſpicable—he 
is obſtinate and unbelieving, nay, he almoſt 
mage a convert of your brother, to his un- 
| ES worthy 
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worthy ideas; but we have obliged him to 
bluſh at being duped by ſuch ' improbable 
tales; he will write you ſoon. I am in love 


with your new ſiſter ; this CE ſhe ſaid to 
Mr. Oſwald, 


« ] think, when you have taken a houſe, 
it ought to be an aſylum for your. ſiſter ; let 
her huſband be as croſs as he pleaſes, he 
cannot object to his wife's reſidence with 
you; and I am ſure, from the character thoſe: 

ladies-give of her, 6 ſhould be delighted) with 
ſuch a companion.“ 


« J thank you, madam,” I anſwered, 
« Mrs. Menville is deſerving your higheſt 
eſteem ; but ſo very ſtrict are her ideas, rela- 
tive to the duty and obedience of wives, that 
I queſtion if ſhe would accept any ſituation 
which was not firſt pointed out to her by her 
huſband, however deſirous ſhe might be to 
congratulate you and her brother.” 


. © Jeſu Marie!” cried ſhe, © what a fate 
VOL, V. v1; -,»; 
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is her's, how good ſhe muſt be; ah! very 
few women would bear ſuch indignities like 


L 55 1 75 4 | „ 


I am of her opinion, and pray moſt de- 
voutly I may never experience trials like 
your's, for I kpow 1 am not equal to 
them. I ſhall fend this off immediately, | 
that you may be prepared for Anthony's 
letter; I really think all Mr. Menville has a 


right to expect, is a compliment from you 


that you are going to reſide with your bro- 
ther and his wife, he cannot, with any con- 


ſiſtency, make the leaſt objection to it: and 
ſurely, you will be much happier with them, 


than you can be in the ſolitary life you now 
ſupport in a convent, or even in your favo- 


rite cottage. Adieu, my deareſt friend, my 


heart beats in the hope of foon embracing 
you, and leading you to enjoy a brother and 
liſter's love. 


Ever affectionately your's, 
K. M. COLEMORE, 


LETTER 
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LETTER Iv. | 


LADY WENTWORTH TO MRS. MEN VILLE. 


© vun 80 not think me good, grateful 


and obliging, my dear friend, you do 
not give me the juſtice I deſerve; this is a 


ſecond volunteer; I thank you however for 


your laſt letter, for your communications, &c. 
to be ſure, meeting Lord Longfield was an 
unto ward circumſtance, but can be of no con- 
ſequence, as perhaps the ſequel of my letter 
may convince you, for he is now with us; 
I am ſure, therefore, his viſit was not repeat - 
CC 7 — 


2 9 — 
Ge — - 
nes og mes. ha. \ — Papa 
— ART ah IE; "A 


3 


——— EX = 
— - n . 
. er 
— ——— 
— — — —— 
— . — — 


— 


rn 2 
— — — 


<= — 
\ 


— 7 
E. — 


— 1 PS So "a oe 
. — —— 
In Pr —— —ę¾᷑ꝙ t 


* 
— 
e 


M *'WOMAN AS SHE SHOULD BR. 


injury. Pray, therefore, diveſt yourſelf of all 


me, that has enjoyed the happineſs of your 
acquaintance. Sir Charles returned the viſit 


and I was contented to welcome him with 
pleaſure and ſincerity. He is a moſt amiable 
man, prejudiced as I was in his favour, you 


8 . deſerving his . IJ took 


ed, and an accidental interview for a moment, 
never can, by any repreſentation, do you an 


fears on that head. Lord Longfield came 
through Paris; curioſity, nothing more, led 
him to enquire about Mr. Menville and his 
companion.. They had left Paris, and were 
at Lyons. He came on, by eaſy journies, to 
Spa, and finding where we reſided, and beirg 
ſlightly, very ſlightly known to Sir Charles, 
one morning left a card. I ſcreamed for joy 
when I ſaw the name, ſo dear is every one to 


in the morning, and brought him back to 
dinner. I had half a mind to jump into his 
arms, but a little ſenſe of decorum withheld me, 


really have not done him juſtice. In the 
evening I had a route, and conſequently Sir 
Charles introduced him to every one he 


upon 
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upon me to requeſt permiſſion of the Count 
and his daughters, to honour his Lordſhip. 
with their friendſhip, which was accorded 
with great graciouſneſs. I aſked "wy LA 


What he Fg of the Indica, | 


cc Both are beautiful 8 anſwered 
he, | © but they create different ideas; the 
eldeſt entreats you to admire her, with an ex- 
preſſion that cannot be reſiſted; the other 
ſiſter demands your admiration, with a hauti- 
neſs you dare not withſtand, at the ſame time 
that you feel an inclination to reſiſt fuch arbi- 
trary commands. In ſhort, the eldeſt you 
may love, the younger one „ may Werte 
and amm at a diſtance,” 


* 


Jou have exactly defined my ſentiments 
of the two ſiſters,” ſaid Sir Charles, © but I 
am ſo truly an Engliſhman, and ſo fond of 
my own country-women, that I cannot ſee 
any perfection but in them; there may be 
others more beautiful, but where is the grace, 
the: n dignity, the conſcious ſenſe of 
| G4 worth 


worth and honour to be found, equal to what 


very proud of the diſtinction you make in 
favour of my country- women, but don't let 
a blind partiality hood-wink your better 
judgment; I have very ſeldom ſeen equal 


/-118 ue, madam,” fd ls Lordftp, 
+ bowing, © I think you have ſeen ſuperiour 


had © ſeldom ſeen,” and one only exception 
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you meet with in an Engliſh lady ai 


«© Thank ye, my Lord, ” faid I, & © and | 
you too, Sir Charles, I. affure you I am 


claims for admiration to what theſe lovely 
{nts poſleſs.” | = 


claims; claims which are ſtamped into excel- 
lence, by ſupporting with dignity different 
ſituations in life, whether of. e or ad- 
verſity.” | 


ee Land; ber 7 1 


may be included, and certainly was meant 
to be ſo, under that ee 


cc I beg 
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« ] beg your pardon, madam, for the ob- 
ſervation, and ought to have done you more 
- juſtice than to On yt gl 


So our ana ended my Leah is 
received into our coterie, and we all think 
him a very deſirable W 


Ido not, my dens friend, think 1 it podle 
that trifling girl can do you any prejudice ; 
truth ſpeaks for itſelf, and conduct ſo blame- 

leſs as your's, may defy flander, and all her 

envenomed train. You did right to make 

St. Bernard your confidante ; a heart like 

her's, is a fit repoſitory for the ſecrets: of a 
friend, and without betraying you, ſhe. may 

counteract the malice of others. . 


I have now a ſecret to diſcloſe, which will 
doubtleſs ſurpriſe you; Mrs Neville is very 
far gone in a paſſion for Captain Harley ; 
- gratitude gradually led the way to her heart 
whilſt her huſband lived; ſhe looked up to 
him only as the preſerver of her family; 
C 4 ä 
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when he was taken from her, ſhe conſidered 
Harley as a ſuperior being, as a father to 
her children, as her benefactor and friend. 
Alas! my dear, in a ſuſceptible heart, how 
F aſy the tranſition from gratitude to love, the 
object ſo engaging! I am convinced her 
heart was gone before ſhe ever ſuſpected 
it; and when Antonia came, when the ob- 
ect of her ſecret affections paid attention to 
that lady, ſhe firft diſcovered the nature of 
that preference ſhe imputed to gratitude 
alone; hence aroſe her reſerve and melan- 
: choly, which gave me ſo much concern; to 
*the ſame cauſe it was that ſhe repelled all the 
: overtures. which the Spaniſh ladies made to 
her. Accident has diſcovered the whole ſe- 
cret to me, ſince which ſhe has been unre- 
ſerved, but blames and execrates herſelf for 
an involuntary weakneſs which ſhe is deter- 
: mined to overcome. Ps | 
þ "283 y of 
Not for ten thouſand worlds,” ſaid ſhe, 
« would J have Captain Harley ſuſpect the 


nature of my attachment to him, he would 
hate 


LY 
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hate and deſpiſe me; how lightiy muſt he 
think of a woman, who has buried the huſ- 
band ſhe doated on, little more than three 
months ſince, and ſo ſoon to think of ano- 
ther; it cannot, it ſhall not be, it is tender 
gratitude 1 I never will Fan other 
ſentiment. 251 | ; 1A 
I told "Os the did herſelf allet * was 
alarmed without any cauſe; that ſtrong gra- 
titude, in delicate minds, nearly reſembled 
love; her's was nothing more, I was well 
convinced. This aſſurance of mine gave her 
pleaſure, and I am perſuaded: will. ſtrengthen 
her mind to ſubdue her affection. Antonia 
is really a heroine ; whatever her feelings 
may be, ſhe ſtruggles with them, and be- 
haves with an eaſe and propriety that is aſto- 
niſhing to me, who know her heart. I can 
ſce plainly, from the efforts of this charming 
young woman, that love may be conquered 
by reaſon and difcretion ; and for that fooliſh 
romantic paſſion which very young people 
are apt to make ſo formidable, and ſo impoſ- 
C5 ſible 
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nble to be ſubdued, it exiſts more in their 
brain, than in the heart, and is cheriſhed by 
weakneſs and inexperience, when ſenſe and 
fortitude would be ſuperior to indulging paſ- 
ſions their judgment muſt condemn. Anto- 
nia frequently ſpeaks of you, with affection 
and admiration; ſhe wiſhes her father could 
be prevailed upon to viſit England; I intend 
ſounding the Count upon the ſubject, but 
my hopes are ſmall, as I know he looks for- 
ward to his daughter's union with the Duke 
de Solis, who, diveſted of that national jea- 
louſy and quick reſentment, natural to a 
Spaniard, every one agrees is a very worthy 
man, and adores his fair miſtreſs, 


Do you know that I think Mr. Sack- 


ville is more than half in love with Mrs. 


Neville; he is much older, to be ſure, yet 

he is a very agreeable and worthy man, and 
I I wiſh ſuch a union could take place with 
all my heart. I am interrupted,” 


Ah! 
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Ah! my dear, ſuch a ſcene? hat a God- 
Kke being that Harley is, compaſſionate and 
beneficent to all. The' two Spaniſh ladies, 
Lord Longfield, Harley and myſelf, ſallied 
forth to take a walk ; we left the reft of our 
party at cards. Sauntering by the water- 
fide, an elderly woman, with a little girl, 
came towards us, and was paſſing humbly 
by us, when accidentally raiſing her eyes, 
the ſaw Harley, down ſhe dropped on her 
knees, 


« May God Almighty ever bleſs and pre- 
ſerve you, worthy fir, oh ! you have made 
my poor heart ſing with joy, you have faved 
my huſband and children! * 


Harley bid her ie, and was for haſten 
her away. 


(if No; no;” cold | cc you ſhall not, ſir, 
hide your talents in a napkin,” 


CS. cc Pray, 
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© Pray, good woman, what has this den- 


1 deman done for yas PO aa Mi rh 
7 e 15 5 14. 8 The 
[1 3: $6; ob besen bleſs him,” ad he. 
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F ec Welt then, 8 5 & you ſhall be 
obeyed, but I will not have my curioſity 
balked; here, Peter, ſtep back, ſhew this 
woman our houſe, bid her call on me two 

hours | ne oe: will not Par 15 
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N he woman -epok! aw with a e 
bleſſings, whilft Harley looked as confuſed 
as if we had detected him in a crime. 


es « Uponn my 8 Lady 3 you 
have a wonderful deal of curioſity about 
trifles; what can you. ſuppoſe there is worth 
knowing in the account this poor woman. 
can give ? 


« No 
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n Ne? matter, 4; "oy _ out lome of 
Own amours, att 1- gh K 


He ſmiled; and we _ dropped. 


＋ 


5 was W 1 1 before bee wo- 
man made her appearance; ſhe was evident- 
ly frightened, but I bade her take courage, 

and deſired ſhe would tell me every "ou 
about herſelf and family. | 


Ah leaſe your ladyſhip, madam, my 
huſband was a baker, and we got very good 
buſineſs, and did very well; I had children 
faſt to be ſure, but what of that, they all 
grew up, five of them, four boys and a girl. 
- Several years we lived happy; one bay 
. ſerved with his father, the other three went 
into the army ; alack, my lady, they were 
Eilled in leſs than two years; it went ſorely 
to our hearts, and I thought I muſt have 
died too, but God ſpared me, and well he 
did; and ſo, madam, my girl married a 
man in good buſineſs, who is ſettled. at 
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Liſle; my ſon, who helped his father, married 
a very honeſt, ſober. young woman; they 
lived with us, ſhe had three children, in 
bringing a fourth into the world, ſhe died ; my 
ſon, who was never very ſtrong, took it ſo to 
heart, that in leſs than three months he died 
too; fo then we were left alone, God help 
us, with four ſmall children; my poor huſ- 
band grew deſponding, as I may ſay ; he 
had always the rheumatics, he could not 
work hard ; we took a journeyman, he cheat- 
ed us cruelly, and ſo from one thing to the 
other, we were ruined. A man to whom we 
owed money for flour, got hold of my poor 
huſband, ill as he was, to take him to priſon. 
I and the poor children followed, crying our 
eyes out, when God ſent that bleſſed gentle- 
man, that was with your ladyſhip. He aſk- 
ed what was the matter, the neighbours told 
 him—ſure as you are alive, my lady, he took 
us all into a houſe, ſent for money, paid the 
debt, and ſent us home with five Engliſh 

guineas in our pockets. Next day he called 
| _ Vs. ang he has agreed with. a great 
banker 
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banker here, to pay us twenty pounds a year; 
he has taken the eldeſt boy, ſix years old, 
and put him to ſchool, and ſays he will do 
ſomething for all ef them. God bleſs him, 
he is an angel to be ſure, and every time I 
ſee him, methinks I could fall down and 
worſhip him.” 


I was greatly affected with the poor wo- 
man's ſtory, J gave her ſomething, deſired 
her to bring the eldeſt girl, who - was four 
years old, and I would provide forher. 

The poor creature went away in tears, 
bleſſing God, the good e and my 
ladyſnip. 


« Don't you think Harley is a glorious 
fellow ?” I mentioned the ſtory to Mr. 
Sackville; he has undertaken to provide for 
the two younger children, allowing the 
grand-mother twenty pounds a year for 
them, and when they are fit to go to ſchool, 
will empower ſome perſon here to take care 


6 | of 


worth, tell me no more of Captain Harley's 
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of them. Thus, through - Harley's means, 
the family will be made comfortable, who 
muſt otherwiſe have periſhed with indigence 
in a priſon. Poor Mrs. Neville wept aloud, 
and was obliged to leave the room, when in- 
formed of theſe particulars; this morning ſhe 
we Ta ids 


e For heaven's ſake, my dear lady Went- 


merits, I cannot bear to hear them, do not 
think me ungrateful, but every good action 
of his, is a dagger to my heart; Oh _ I 
was at (450001000 or any where from him. 


. 7 


owe: woman; be her fake I ſhall not be 
' forry when we are ſeparated. I ſhall write 
vou one letter more before we leave Spa; I 
impatiently expect to hear further from you 
- write conſtantly, my beloved friend, if you 
- with me to be e 


| CHARLOTTE WENTWORTH. 


LETTER 
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LETTER V. 


ee 
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4 2 „ ET-& 8 41712 4 & 1 
MRS, | MENVILLE 10 uns. COLEMORE, 


EY der Mrs. Eblsmore, I am ſent for 
Y expreſs to Lyons, by Mr. Menvile, 
== who is dangerouſly ill. I fly to obey the. 
fſummons; God grant I may find him alive 
and better. Tell my brother, tell his lady, I 
congratulate them with my whole heart;-I 

hope to demand, and deſerve their love. 
Write not 'till you hear from me. Heaven 
bleſs you, and all you value. n 299099 


x 


EMILY MENVILLE. 


; 2 5 1. 1 
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LETTER VI. 


MRS. MENVILLE | To LADY rwe, 


Am juſt ſetting off for Lyons, my dear 

1 Lady Wentworth; an expreſs I have 4 
received from Mr. Menville, who lies dan- 
 gerouſly ill, will carry me there with the ut- 
moſt expedition. Oh! if he does but live, 
I may yet be happy! I go alone, the good 
St. Bernard will take care of my child, and I | 
leave Patty to attend it. The Abbeſs re- 
ceived a letter, as well as myſelf, from my 
buſband's brother, ſhe ſaid. I ſhall write the | 
| moment I have leiſure. Adieu, my beloved Wl 
Charlotte, pray for me, but write not till you i 
- hear Wl 
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hear from,' or of me; your letters, if any, 
already written, will be ſent after me to 
Lyons. Farewell, deareſt friend of my 
heart, heaven preſerve you and all your 
family, 

I am ever, 
| Your's ſincerely, 


EMILY MENVILLE, 


LETTER 
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hopes. [ will try, if poſſible, to deſcribe, to 


WOMAN As SHE SHOULD BE, 
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IRS. MENVILLE TO LADY WENTWORTH» 


Have been here two days, my dear lady; 

Mr. Menville is alive, and that is all I } 1 
can ſay. This is the firſt hour I have quit- 3H 
ted him ſince my arrival. My heart, my 
ſpirits are almoſt broken; good God, what 
ſcenes have I gone through ? oh! my gear 
friend, what horror is equal to a death-bed, | 
where the mind 1s diſturbed, I have tek 3 
him now in a ſweet ſleep; it may prove ſa- 
lutary to him, but the phyſicians give me no | 


; 8 
1 
* z 


relate 
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relate to you what has paſſed ſince I'wrote 
laſt, The man who brought the expreſs,” 
was ordered to accompany me to Lyons ; we 
flew,-I may ſay, through the country, for I 
would not ſtop on the road, but to change 
horſes. When we came to the houſe, my 
ſtrength and ſpirits failed me, and whilſt the 
man went up to prepare Mr. Menville for 
my preſence, a woman ſervant brought me 
WT ſome refreſhment ; but judge of my ſurpriſe, 
when after-taking a little wine and water, and 
by the help of ſalts, preſerved from fainting, , 
I was waiting for a ſummons to attend my 
= huſband, when the door opened, and Mr. 
M.agrtin appeared; I really ſcreamed. 


Mr. Martin faid, © I doubt not; madam, 
but my preſence muſt greatly ſurpriſe you; 
| another time, and I will account for it; at 
ag preſent Mr. Menville wiſhes to ſee you. 


3 I gave him my hand without ſpeaking, 
and was conducted to the room; he led me 
do a chair by the fide of:the bed 

cc Mrs. 


44 WOMAN AS SHE SHOULD BY. 


c Mrs. Menville,” ſaid he, and imme- 
diately left the room in great emotion. 


J Tundrew'the curtain; what an object pre- 
ſented itſelf; my huſband apparently in the 
arms of death; tears running down his 
cheeks; he held out his hand, but was un- 
able to ſpeak. I threw myſelf on my knees, 
kiſſed his Eand, and wept biterly. | 


* For me faid he, feebly, * do you, 
can you, weep for me | oh, my dear Emily, 
I have been a villain.” —He could ſay no 
as: £000 75 Y 


— — — — 


— 
Tae, 


2 
1 


Again I kiſſed his hand, * Let all that is 
paſt be forgotten; you call me your dear 
Emily, ſhe is your tender, your affectionate 
wife; look up, my deareſt huſband, with 
hope and comfort, you will get well, _ 
we ſhall both be happy.“ 
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« Angel, ad he, preſſing my hand, | 
ce what a blind, infatuated wretch have I 
been; 


\ 
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been; what a ſerpent have I held to my 
boſom ; how cruelly have I treated you?” 


Not one word on former occurrences, 
my dear Mr. Menville, compoſe your mind, 
WI am happy, more happy in your reſtored 
3 affection, than if I had never forfeited it.“ 


« Forgive me, forgive me,” repeated he, 
© I ſee, I feel I have been a monſter.” 


== Again his eyes overflowed ; that, and. 
the emotions I felt before, overcame me 
uite, and with a faint groan, I fell to 
ic ground. The nurſe and Mr. Martin, 

Who were within hearing, run into the 
oom, and thought him dead, and me dying. 
= was ſoon recovered, but it was ſome time 
Bbcfore.my huſband ſhewed returning life, 
Y and then he was ſo weak, ſo ill, as to be 
2 incapable of talking. I remained with him 
all night; now and then he ſpoke a few 
Words faintly, bleſſing me, but they were 
Wſcarcely articulate. Yeſterday he was a 
1 little 
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MIX. MARTIN IN CONTINUATION. 
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Take up the pen to addreſs you, 
by the command of Mrs. Menville, who 
is at preſent incapable of the employment. 
Mr. Menville is no more! be his errors for- 
gotten, and may he be happy; he expired 
bleſſing his wife, and all who had been her” 
friends; ſenſible to the laſt moment, and 
truly repentant. Poor lady! ſhe. was very 
une qual to ſcenes like theſe; cution ſhe! 
could bear with firmneſs, but the death f at 
vol. iv. - huſband, 
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huſband, | ibn of the unmerited ill- 
treatment he had given her, his tenderneſs, 
his entreaties for pardon, and for her prayers, 
theſe things ſhe could not ſupport. After he 
had cloſed his eyes for ever, ſhe fainted ſeve- 
ral times; the ſervants placed her in bed, and 


then ſhe ſaid, 
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ec Pray leave me a few hours to myſelf— 
Mr. Martin, be ſo good to write Lady 
Wentworth?“ 
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I retired to obey her commands, and ſhall 
inform you -of every circumſtance I know, 
ne, to Mrs, ie Tony ſent 44 

1 * the 8 of e a woekk oe 
time ago, with Mr. and Mrs. Colemore, af- 
ter my return from France; during that 
viſit, by accident I heard the name of the 

convent Mrs. Menville reſided at, which 
gave me ſome pleaſure. The day before 1 
left; Sudbury, I received a letter from my 
friend: Chambers, who reſides at Paris, giv- 
sci | {i * ing 
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WOMAN AS SHE SHOULD BE. sf 
ing me a piece of news he thought would 
W oratify my reſentment and hatred of Mr. 
= Mecnville, and which account he had from 
me banker who managed that gentleman' a 
affairs. Mr. Menville and Mrs. Thurkill 
had retired to Lyons, where an Italian 
nobleman payed great attention to the lady 
which Mr. Menville did not approve of, 
and conſequently there was perpetual jang - 
lings and quarrels between them, which diſ- 
pleaſed both. It happened, that from taking 
a violent cold, that gentleman had a raſn 
fever, which it was apprehended would fall 
upon his lungs; and that, during the time 
nas fever was at the higheſt, Mrs. Thurkill 
had left him, and quitted Lyons with the 
nobleman, who was going to Venice, taking 
with her all the jewels he had given her, al- 
ſo all the money, which it ſeems was always 
confided to her care. The man ſervant ap- 
plied to a banker, mentioned his maſter's . 
ſituation, and the banker's name who had 
his money in Paris: in conſequence of which, 
ſome money was advanced for preſent ſup- 
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port, and a” letter written to Paris. My 
friend Chambers happened to be with the 
banker when, it arrived, and immediately dif- 

patched the intelligence to me. I ſet' off 
directly, poſt for Lyons; when I arrived, the 
ſervant was exceedingly glad to ſee me, his 
. maſter was very ill, and vexed himſelf at 
Mrs. Thurkill 8 deſertion of him, he ſaid 

very che.” | 


0 Indeed: added * "wu iy maſter takes 
it fadly to heart, more than he ought, for 
flies is a vile woman, and 1 can prove it.“ 


\ 


FR From what he id aten I underſtood 
he had ſhared the lady's favours with his 
ſuperior, : and I belleve was not pleaſed at her 
new intrigue. Having ſent up my name, 
poor Menville was rejoiced to ſte me. 1 
ſaw he was in a declining ſtate, and thought 
ĩt a fit opportunity to ſpeak of Mrs. Men- 
ville. I confeſſed all my former evil inten- 
tions, relative to tliat lady, her conduct, and 
my fincere repentance; my journey to Corn- 
1 9 in 
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wall, her rejection of my ſervices ; 1 then 
mentioned the whole of her behaviour ro 
Lord Longfield; the ſtrictneſs of her prin- 
ciples, her regard for him, and ſubmiſſion to 
his commands; in ſhort, I endeavoured to do 
that charming woman the juſtice ſhe deſerv- 5 
ed, in every point which had come within 
my knowledge. He ſeemed to devour every 
word I ſaid, and when I ſtopt, like one awa- 
kening from a deep ſleep, he gave a heavy 
ſigh. . 


« If Mrs, Menville is, as you repreſent 
her, from your candid confeſſion of your own 
behaviour to her, I can have no reaſon to 
doubt it; tell me, Martin, what am I, who 
have deſerted, neglected and confined her 
from her friends and ſociety, and for whom ? 
one of the moſt abandoned of women—oh ! 
Emily, my wife, my child, what have I not 
to anſwer for? but I ſhall never ſee them 


more, my death will ſoon give freedom to 
both,” | 


* . 


D 3 Finding 
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„ * WOMAN AS SHE SHOULD BE. 
Finding him thus ſenſible of his errors, I 
"ventured to hint, that if he was to ſend for 
Mrs. Menville, was perſuaded ſhe would 
inſtantly come to him, and her care e 
| 'reſtore his health. 333 

e No: ” faid "i cc that can never be; but 
| will ſhe' come, think you; will ſhe ſpeak 
peace and pardon to the man "who has ſo 
\ cruelly rn —_— 5 


« ] told him I would ſtake ny” lie "= 
1 


end then, by all means ſend; let me 
ſee her before I die, that I may obtain her 
an which 1 do not deſerve.” 


2 121 inftuncly Aiſpatched a meſſenger, whoſe 
errand ſucceeded as I expected. Mr. Men- 
ville confeſſed to me, that his paſſion for his 
wife before he married her, was very vio- 
lent, and not a little increaſed, by his defire 
| to 
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to triumph over Harley, to whom he had 
conceived" a great averfion: : after he ſuc- 
ceeded, and ſhe became his wife, he was ſen- 
ſible ſhe-was too good for him, as he could 
not be conſtant to one object. Miſs Shep- 
herd threw herſelf in his way; her lively 


playful ſpirit pleaſed him; ſhe was not cruel 
and apprehenſive o of conſequences, it was 


thought beſt ſhe ſhould marry: Thurkill 
liked her, and he perſuaded him to take her 
with ten thouſand pounds; he caught at the 
bait; they were married, but the amour was 


ſtill carried on, till ſecurity made them 


careleſs, and the conſequence ſoon became 
public, He further faid, that his motives 
for bringing Mrs. ＋ hurkill to his houſe, 
were theſe; he thought Mrs. "Mons ap- 
pearance with her, would filence the cen- 
ſures of the world, and invalidate Thurkill's 
teſtimony ; ; bur finding her fixed in her de- 
termination to reſiſt ſuch an inſult, that wo- 


man at length perſuaded him to get rid of 


his wife, and knowing how much he injured 


her, it was painful to him to have her in the 
D 4 houſe; 
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houſe; yet he thought the world would re- 
flect upon him if he ſent her away. Mrs. 
Thurkill finding him irreſalute, then aſſured 
him of a correſpondence being carried on, 
through Mrs. Colemore, between Captain 
Harley and his wife; alſo, that ſhe gave 
great encouragement to Lord Longfield; 
poſſeſſed of this intelligence, he obſerved no 
meaſures, Mrs. Menville was ſent off, and he 
devoted himſelf openly to the vile woman, 
who impoſed upon his ſenſes. The great 
angement of his circumſtances, in cee. 
. \bling,. and the extra 
of his miſtreſs, ſuggeſted to him the neceſſity 
of {elling his eſtates, and retiring abroad, to 
avoid the damages, which he expected would 
all heavy; this propoſal met her approba- 
tion, and was ſoon executed. A ſtrict watch 
was kept on Mrs. Menville, and her being 
ſettled ſo near Lord Longfield, gave grounds 
for the injurious opinion he had been led to 
form of her. To mortify her, therefore, ſhe 
was ordered to France, but he believes now, 
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he ſaid, Mrs. Thurkill hoped to drive her to 
ſome deſperate ſtep, and was diſappointed at 
her obedience. He owned, that her com- 

pliance with his orders, and her anſwers to 
ſome of his letters, gave him now and then 
ſome doubts and compunction, but he did 
not wiſh to be undeceived. The tour to 
Lyons, the infamous conduct of Mrs. Thur- 
| kill, had opened his eyes to her deceit, and 
he was now thoroughly. convinced, he had 
groſely injured his wife, and if ſhe would 
condeſcend to viſit him, which he had no 
right to expect, after the ill -· treatment ſhe 
had received, it would afford him great con- 
ſolation to obtain her forgiveneſs before he 
expired.” _ a > 


It was at ſeveral different periods, madam, 
that Mr. Menville made me this relation, and 
he continued exceedingly agitated, until he 
heard of her arrival; indeed, I was greatly 
apprehenſive he would not live to ſee her. 
Mrs. Menville told me ſhe had written to 
you an account of their meeting. She look- 
Dy: ed 
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„ _ WOMAN AS SHE SHOULD BE. 
ed like an angel of peace come to bleſs man- 
kind; the feet ſenſibility of her counte- 
nance; her tone of voice, all was calculated 


to ſink deep into the ſoul, and ſpeak com- 
fort to the wretched. Poor Menville was 


quite ſubdued ; her kindneſs wounded him 


more than reproach could have done, and 1 


fa a viſible change drawing on. Nature 


exhauſted, fell into a temporary calm ſleep ; 


his wife left him for the firſt time, for an 
hour; ſhe returned before he awoke; when 


he began to move, ſhe hung over him ; he 


drew her hand to his lips. 


1 Beft of women, of wives, forgive me, 
hate not my memory, live and be happy. 
May the Almighty bleſs you, and my 
child; bleſs all your friends—I am going, 


0 u e have N 1 


and in a few minutes expired. aſſiſted in 


conveying the dear lady to her apartment, 


and have executed her commands, in writing 


$* to 
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to her dear Lady Wentworth. Depend 
upon every attention and care that a brother, 


merit like her's, a 
reſpect, madam, _ 
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MRS. MENVILLE TO MRS, colEMokx. 


R. Martin tells me, my dear friend, | 
that he wrote a few lines to Mr. 
Colemore, you are therefore no ſtranger to 
my melancholy ſituation. Ah! how unfor- 
tunate I am, no ſooner was my huſband con- 
vinced of my innocence, than he was taken 
from me — alas! how many painful days have 
experienced, from the ſuſpicions Mr. Men- 
ville had been led to entertain of my con- 


Auct ? how ardently ; with what confidence 
4 | have 


which over - ruled me | ſhould; be no more. 
How vain my expectations! how little to be 


depended upon the profpett-of human feli- | 


city! yet my-dear. Mrs. Colemore, I rejoice 
chat J had the happineſs of being with my 


huſband when he drew his laſt breath; had 
he died without being reconciled, without 
being convinced of my truth and innocence, 


I ſhould have been unhappy for life. Mr. 
Martin's conduct is ſuch as entitles him to 
my higheſt eſteem and gratitude ; he has en- 

gaged in the neceſſary melancholy. bufineſs, 


with the attention of afrĩiend. Laſt week the 


Wy remains of my dear huſband was ſent off to 
= Sudbury, to be interred there, at his own 
requeſt ; his old and faithful ſervant attends, 
and I hope Doctor Ellis will receive the pre- 
parative letter in time. I cannot -expreſs to 


days; the Mock I ſuffered from the expreſs, 
the melancholy cataſtrophe, the repentance 


depreſſed 


reſtored to his affection, when chat 3 'S 
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| depreſſed: my mind and ſpirits beyond defeiip- 
tion; perhaps it may be believed, as he was 
not the firſt choice of my heart, and his ſub- 
ſequent conduct could not be ſuppoſed to 
conciliate my affections, my grief cannot be 
of that violent nature, which in other circum- 
ſtances I might have felt; but my dear 
Mrs. Colemore, a mind of ſenſibility muſt 
keenly feel a ſituation lixe mine; for many 
months a prey to grief, borne "down by 
. reproach, and diſgraced by unjuſt ſuſpicions, 
I looked forward with hope and expectation, 
that a time might come, when I ſhould" be 
\ reſtored to a huſband's love, and my charac- 
ter juſtified to the world; now, I have reco- 
vered the one only in the hour of death, and 
tis to my friends alone that I can appear 
clear from reproach. Indeed, indeed my 
dear Mrs. Colemore, I am very unhappy. 
To-morrow I ſhall return to the convent, 
and embrace my dear fatherleſs Emily; J 
have neither ſpirits nor ſtrength to travel ſo 
faſt as when I came here, though anxious to 
ſee my child, I forgot to tell you Mr. Men- 


— 


ville made a will, previous to ſeeing me, in 
which he has given me all his remaining 
fortune, and left his child folely in my 
power; I will deſerve the truſt he has nobly 


conferred upon me; tis a proof of his con- 


fidence and good opinion which I ſhall be 
emulous to merit. I have written to Mr. 
Watſon, to know if the cottage is diſpoſed of, 
if it is, I muſt look out for a ſimilar ſituation, 
for never more will I mix with the gay 
world. In the ſociety of a few choſen 
friends I ſhall look for that happineſs I have 


hitherto ſought for in vain. Adieu * dear 


Mrs: Colemore. 
Lam ever, and ſincerely your's, 


EMILY MENYILLE. 
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MRS. MENVILLE TO LADY WENTWORTR. 


GAIN I am returned to the convent, 
and to my dear child, who, thank 
heaven, is in perfect health; I was obliged 
to acknowledge it was to my huſband I was 
| ſent for, and my fable habit being different 
from what I had worne, announced to them 
the melancholy event. I ſhall ſtay here un- 
til I have an anſwer from Mr. Watſon; I 
wiſh I may be fortunate enough to regain my 
| ſweet cottage, for as to living with my bro- 
| ther 
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ther and his lady, I cannot think of it; they 
are gay and lively ; I have no longer any 
taſte for amuſements or company, I . wiſh to 
live to my own heart, and as becomes my 
ſituation, which I think more delicate than 
| any other; my child will engroſs a large 
with now and then an agreeable neighbour, 
will fill up. the intervals: added to which, 
will be the delightful employment of writing 
to my friends, Mr. Martin was ſo kind as 
to attend me to the convent; his behaviour 

moch obliged to him; happy for him chat che 
= has ſeen his errors ſo early in life, before 
ſickne ſs and misfortunes have laid their heavy 
hand upon him. I hope the ſcenes he has 
lately been a witneſs to, will confirm his 
200d purpoſes, and prevent any .inelination 
bor old habits to reſume their . . 
nion Ger him. 


My 3 Lady Wentworth bal have 
this moment received your laſt letter, the 
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übten have bee me, 1 hah make to 
comments however. I am charmed with 
the character of Antonia; I with moſt ſin. 
cerely, Captain Harley or Lord Longfield 
may bring ſuch a prize to England. The 
difference in reflgious principles, with liberal 
and well informed minds, can ſearcely be a | 

-obje&tion; unleſs the Count ſhould be more 
eontracted in his ideas; yet, if Antonia can 
conform to her father's wiſhes, without doing 
too great a violence te her own; doiibtlels 
"ſhe will feel more ſatisfaction in the perform- 
ance of a duty, than in the reflection of giv- 
ing pain to her friends, by an indulgence of 
her own inclinations. The caſe indeed ß 
ſo delicate, that no * can have a TR 
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1 am not well, yet have no actual com- 
plaints to make; my ſpirits are depreſſed, 
and a general langour pervades over my 
whole frame. Whilſt my mind was in a 
*continual agitation; whilſt I thought myſelf 
e and inſulted, 1 felt an indignation 

* ariſing 


ported me through every thing, and the flat- 
terer, hope, was at hand to inſpire gay 
viſions of returning happineſs. Alas! thoſe 
hopes are fled for ever. I was juſtified in 


the ſight of my huſband, only in his laſt : 


moments, I have no longer the power of 
acquiring his eſteem, by my endeavours to 
reconcile him to himſelf, to make him hap- 
py, he felt remorſe with his laſt breath, nor 
could he bleſs me, he ſaid, without execrat- 
ing himſelf! J hope I conveyed peace to his 
mind, J hope he died free from reproach; 

but oh, my friend, trivial errors in that mo- 
ment, wound more than capital ones can do 
in the hey-day of health; and the ſenſe he 


then entertained of his former follies, wrung 
his mind with inexpreſſible anguiſh, My 


poor child knows not the irreparable loſs ſhe 


has ſuſtained ; it muſt be my care now, to 


ſupply the want of a father, by the ſtrictneſs 
of my attention to her yes, deareſt Emily, 
to you I devote my future days; no other 


4 are, 10 other engagement, ſhall ever in- 
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terrupt, or ſupercede the duty I owe you; 
your father, if permitted to look down an 
thoſe below, ſhall ſee the duty, the affection 
1 bore him, now centered in his child. 


The dear, the good $t. Bernard has; by 
| her kindneſs, made herſelf ſo much beloved 
by the little creature, that ſhe almoſt rivals 
me; ſhe liſps a few words; mamma ii 
.cqually given to the good nun and myſel. 
But I tire you my dear Lady Wentworth, 
with ſuch unintereſting particulars, to you at 
leaſt unintereſting; I muſt therefore quit my 
pen, until 1 find better ſpirits, and more 
Fleaſing ſubjects. But in every ſituation | 
am always, deareſt friend, 


Your aich een 


EMILY MENVILLE; 
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LETTER XL 


MRS.. COLEMORE TO MRS, MENVILLE.._ 
| * 


OY to you, my deareſt friend; I encloſe 6 


ope will convey much pleaſure to your mind; 
at the ſame time I muſt tell you that you have | 
4 ceply wounded mine, by preferring a cot- 
f rage in Wales. among ſtrangers, to a reſidence 

rich your friends. Reflect upon your in- 


what you owe to the affection of thoſe who 
ſubmitted, Bough with reluctance, to your 


a letter from our beloved Harry, which 1 


tended ſcheme ; ſee if it is conſiſtent with ; 


former 
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former ſecluſion. But the reaſons you then 
adduced no longer ſubſiſt, therefore it is un- 
kindneſs to them, and depriving yourſelf of 
the power to give pleaſure to others; it i; 
unjuſt to both. If you love us, I need not 
uſe any arguments to convince you of it; 
but if you are determined not to oblige us; 
if you can reconcile it to your own feelings, 
to wound the boſom of your friends, I have 
done for ever on the ſubject. 


Mrs. Neville s houſe is ready for her re- 
ception : her ſiſter impatiently expects her. 
The grateful girl ſhed tears of joy when ſhe 
heard of Captain Harley's generoſity to her, 
ce What a” benefactor, what a noble, gene- 
rous mind! O! how I long to ſee him, to 
fall at his feet, and thank him for his kind- 
neſs to me and my family ! py 


"re Dear Mrs. Colemore,” ſaid ſhe, © I 
hope he is ugly and deformed,” = 


* In- 
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A men I . ever ee een 


heart; abe * you know, has'r none to beſtow. 
in return.” | 734 1 * 1 : Vf 7! ; F | 2 15 
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MV father is exceedingly pleaſed with the 
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reparation he could make, and he thinks 1 it 
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called on my father two days ago, and being 

informed of every thing relative to your 

affairs, and that the eſtate at Sudbury was 
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« Indeed: replied I, ſmiling, “ your be 
Toro are vain ;/ for he is andy one of the 


Of 1564 + En TLIC. 
ec this am * hi 10% ved they) fer 


udp « for perfection in a man is ſo; rare, 
that 1 fear ; gratitude May endanger one's 


prove your | beſt "ghd: 1 his "Io: 


diſpoſition of Mr. Menville's will. He ſaid 
it was the beſt. compliment, and the propereſt 
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72 | 
part of your jointure, very politely offers to 
give up the leaſe, if it will be any accom- 
modation to you; and what can you do 
better than reſide in your own houſe ? and 
requeſts that you will. conſider! it not as the 
leaſt inconvenience to himſelf, as he ſhall 
feel happy to have the power of obliging a 
lady for whoſe character he has the higheſt 
reſpect. My father promiſed me to make 
the offer in his name, and I have taken upon i 
me to do it. I ſubmit it to your own judg- 
ment, and will not preſume to i 
whatever are my wiſhes.” 


Tour brother Kanihony: ſeems mightily 
pleaſed with the juſtice done you, but is ra- 
ther apprehenſive you will meet difficulties 
from your uncle, who will not be over pleaf- 
ed at being deprived from managing your 
buſineſs, but which ſtep your brother ſtrongly 
recommends, not being very fond of Mr. 
Seymour, I believe. Your ſiſter: ] like 
better every day: they have taken a houſe 
in W until they can have poſſeſſion of 
their 
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their own eſtate, which will be near twelve 
months yet before he is of age; and J think 
it fortunate that they ſettle in the country. 


Mrs. Oſwald is mortified that you will not 
accept her invitation. I told her you were 
a ſtrange dear creature, but that I had been 
ſo accuſtomed to think whatever you did 
was © beſt, diſcreteſt, and wiſeſt, that I 
dared not blame your determinations, though 
I was myſelf a ſufferer by them. 

We have had a viſit from Martin, and 
thanked him moſt cordially for his attentions 

to you. The man ſeems to tread on air, 
he is ſo rejoiced at the change in your af- 
fairs, and that you can. no more be per- 

ſecuted. 


I forgot to tell you I have had a letter 
from Lady Hartwill, making very kind en- 
quiries after your health, and requeſting to 
know when you think of returning to Eng- 

vol. IV, E _ 
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her what 


ſubject. 


jety. 


o 


, 


Ever your's, 


I had on the 


a 
wo 
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I cloſe this letter, my dear Mrs. Menville, 


not entirely devoid of hope, but that you 
will accede to the ardent wiſhes of all your 
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I wrote an anſwer, 
s, and bleſs us with your ſoc 
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little information 


land. 
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LETTER XII. 


LADY WENTWORTH TO MRS, MENVILLE. 


ſuffered from your journey, and the 
melancholy event, as ſudden as unſuſpected i 
I know your heart and its tender ſenſibilities : 
I ſhould fear much for your health, did 1 
not know alſo that you have another duty 
till to fulfil, that of living for your Tweet 
child; that conſideration, I am fure, will 


have its full weight with a mind like your's, 


and is my greateſt conſolation at preſent, 
when I am ſo far from you. But I entreat 
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you to remain at the convent until we call 


for you. My objections to return through 
France are now removed, and I never will 
forgive you, if you deprive us of the pleaſure 
I promiſe myſelf of returning with you to 
England. Within a week after you receive 
this letter, you may expect us. Take com- 


fort, my dear Mrs. Menville ; ſuffer not your 


ſpirits to be depreſſed ; no one knows what 
is true philoſophy better than yourſelf, or 
can ſubmit to the diſpenſations of Providence 
with more reſignation. You have been 
called upon to ſevere trials; your fortitude 
has been equal to them, by a melancholy 
cataſtrophe you could neither foreſee nor 
prevent : you have been juſtified where you 
wiſhed to be ſo; you have the nobleſt teſti- 
mony in your favour a dying man could 
give; and you can in the purity of your 


heart triumph over your enemies, if any ſuch 


exiſt. With all theſe cauſes for eaſe and 


peace I never can excuſe you, of all women, 
£ ; 


if you ſuffer your courage to be ſubdued. Let 
me 1 you reſigned and cheerful; let me 
embrace 
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embrace the deareſt friend of my heart, and 


exultingly ſay, Her troubles are at an 
end;“ not, perhaps, exactly as you could 
have wiſhed, but in the way Providence 
thought beſt, and therefore * to be ſubmitted 
to without ne 


The Count and his beautiful daughters 
quit Spa on the ſame day with us; we ſhall 
travel part of the way together, and indeed 
are equally loth to part. I ventured to pro- 


poſe a tour to England. The Count an- 


ſwered, © I am compelled now to return 
into Spain; but if an event takes place, 
which I flatter myſelf will, I ſhall be very 
happy to make one of the PREY DG 3 


« And I,” aid Antoni, " ſhall particu- 
larly rejoice to n . Pour? 411 


Nor ſhall I be baker; 5 added Ila. 
bella; © I never expected to have eſteemed 


Engliſh folks as I do the preſent party; and 


if many of your country- women reſemble 
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Lady Wentworth and her friends, they muſt 
be entitled to eſteem, wherever they are met 
with.“ 1 


We bowed to this 18 of Ifa- 
bella 8, which gave me not a little pleaſure, 
as I found of courſe ſome of her pee 


mult have been done * 


3 belek like an . not 0 
leaſt partiality i is viſible. She can be lively 
and entertaining, without that reſtraint ſhe 
wore when firſt ſhe came to Spa : her health, 
her ſpirits, are better; there is no embarraſſ- 
ment in her manner; in ſhort, ſhe has, by 
uncommon reſolution, vanquiſhed a paſſion 
weak minds think invincible. 


When I received Mr. Martin's letter, and 
communicated its contents, ſhe ſaid to me, 
« J pity your ſweet friend the trials ſhe 
has had to encounter with; but J hope 
they are all at an end, and that henceforth 


ſhe ll: enjoy — Should we ever viſit 
England, 
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England, one of my firſt wiſhes will be to be 
introduced to Mrs. Menville.“ 


« And I, my dear Madam,” anſwered 
your friend, * ſhall be particularly happy to 
be inſtrumental to ſuch an introduction.“ 


I one day enquired of the Count and 
Iſabella the character of the Duke de Solis. 
They both aſſured me he was every way 
unexceptionable in fortune, perſon, and tem- 
per; that Antonia had taken a diſlike to 
him, no one knew why ; and that the Duke 
had conceived a jealouſy of Captain Harley; 
« but,” added the Count, *I am fure there 
was not the leaſt foundation for it; the gen- 
tleman never. treated her with any particular 
attention; and as to my daughter, it was 
impoſſible ſhe ſhould entertain any partiality 
beyond eſteem for a foreigner, and of a diſ- 
ferent religion. She has been very unhappy, 
but I think both her health and lively ſpirits 
are reſtored, and IJ am not without hopes. 
that on our return I ſhall ſee her united to 
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one of the worthieſt noblemen i in Spain with 
her own conſent.” 


We have this day been ſettling the affairs 

of the baker's family, ſecuring their annuities, 
and our banker has kindly . promiſed: to ſee 
the two younger ones taken care of. I in- 
tend bringing my little Dora with me; Cap- 
tain Harley does the ſame with Francis ; and 
we enjoy the delight of being followed by 
the prayers and bleſſings of the family. Mr. 
Sackville and Captain Harley we ſhall drop 
at Paris; they deſign to ſtay there a fort- 
night. The reſt of the party will haſten on 
to Abbeville, where we propoſe reſting a 
night, for I muſt ſee the charming St. Ber- 
nard, and thank her in [perſon for her kind- 
neſs to me, in taking care of my friend; 
and then we hope to have ſuch an addition 
to our party, as mit e us all nnn 


PY. 


Oh! my dear Mrs. Menville, bw] im- 
patiently I long for the time to fold you in 
my 
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my arms, and aſſure you, neither time, place, 
or accident, has leſſened the love and ad- 
miration which reflects ſo much honour on 
myſelf, in being able to diſtinguiſh merit, 
and ſo happy as to be permitted to ſubſcribe 


myſelf, 


Your truly- affectionate friend, 
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LETTER XII. 


MRS. MENVILLE TO MRS. COLEMORE, 


s 


OUR letter, my dear Mrs. Colemore, 

and one from Mr. Watſon, came to 
hand at the fame time. My ſweet cottage 
is diſpoſed of, conſequently my firſt wiſh is 
rendered abortive. The next poſſible good, 
if I cannot be quite ſecluded, will be to re- 
fide in your neighbourhood, but it muſt be 
retired ; neither my own houſe, nor a houſe 
in the town, will pleaſe me. Should you 
hear of any decent little box about ten or a 


dozen miles from Sudbury, if detached from 
others 
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others the better, or near a ſmall village, 1 


ſhall be much obliged to you to inform me; 


J will either purchaſe or rent it. Be ſo good 


to make my compliments to Colonel Hunt- 
ley; I am very ſenſible of his polite offer, 


but, beſides that the houſe is too large for 
my plan of living, I do not chuſe to reſide ſo 


near the town. I ſhall be very happy, there- 
fore, to have the houſe in his hands, if agree- 


able to him, otherwiſe he may throw up the 


leaſe when he Pleaſes. 


T have this moment a letter from Lady 
Wentworth, which obliges me to change 


my plan. She inſiſts upon my accompa- 


nying her to her houſe for the preſent. She 


has altered her route, purpoſely to call for 
me, and has not left me the power of a re- 
faſal, ſhe will ſo quickly follow the letter. 
I am vexed and diſconcerted, dearly as 1 
love her, and anxious as I am to ſee her; 
I could well have excuſed this act of kind- 
neſs now; but to decline going with her, 
when ſhe comes round through Paris pur- 
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poſely on my account, would be an act of 
ingratitude I could not forgive myſelf; there- 
fore I muſt obey. 

I have many obligations to Mr. Martin, 
too many, they pain me, becauſe I never can 
return them: in his own benevolence, in his 
wiſhes to ſerve his friends, he muſt: find his 
reward. I am much obliged to Lady Hart- 
will; and when I arrive in England, ſhall 
certainly thank her for the honour ſhe does 
me. 


My brother's ideas and mine coincide 
with reſpect to my uncle. It is my in- 
tention to take every thing out of his hands, 
I deſign to requeſt the favour of Sir Charles 
Wentworth and Mr. Colemore to be truſtees 
for my Emily. I will reſerve nothing but 
my Jointure, every thing elſe I ſhall give 
up; and a long minority will, I hope, make 
her a very decent fortune, —If Mrs. Neville 
ſhould marry again, and Miſs Neville ould 
remain J don't know any thing would 
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give me fo much gratification as having her 
to reſide with we. But of this n 21 


As the time 4 hall | ſtay with 1a We 


worth will be very ſhort, I ſtill requeſt you 
will look out for a neat cottage for me. 


It is reported here, that convents will be 
aboliſned, and the nuns permitted to come 
Should ſuch an alteration take place, 


I have engaged the amiable St. Bernard to 
ſeek an aſylum with me. I ſhall ſincerely 
regret leaving her, for every day increaſes 


my eſteem, and little Emily doats on her. 
Miſs Southwell has apologized to me for 


her freedom of ſpeech. 


Fou could not injure me, Miſs South- 


well; but I would wiſh it may be a leſſon 


to you in future, not to put unfavourable 
conſtructions on appearances or ſituations 


which you are not perfectly acquainted with.“ 


She offered to read me a letter ſhe had 


received from Lord * but 1 de- 
clined it. 


„ Such 
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ee Such praiſes,” faid ſhe, © ſuch reſpect- 
ful expreſſions of eſteem and — 1 


| Icarce « ever wo or heard of. oy 


* did not W to take any notice, nor 
appear to have any gratification from her 
communication, but to treat 1t merely as a 
matter of perfect indifference. I. ſuppoſe, 
however, that his Lordſhip wrote in con- 
ſequence of my letter to Lady Wentworth, 


I ſhall ſcarcely write you again until my 
arrival at Wentworth-Park, in Hertfordſhire. 
Could I any ways avoid it, I would not go; 
for in my preſent ſtate of mind, I can add 
no pleaſure to the fociety of my friends. 


My ſincereſt reſpects to Doctor and Mrs. 
Ellis, Mr. Colemore, and Miſs Neville, and 
believe me, my dear Mrs. Colemore, 


Your obliged ar — affectionate, 


- EMILY MENVILLE. 


LETTER 
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SIR CHARLES WENTWORTH 


TO CAPTAIN HARLEY. 


F 


Y dear Harley, we got ſafe to Ab- 
beville this morning abour eleven 
o'clock, and immediately Lady Wentworth 
and myſelf proceeded to the convent. Mrs. 
Menville ſoon made her appearance. I was 
ſhocked to ſee her; poor Charlotte burſt 
into a flood of tears: they neither of them 
could ſpeak for ſome moments. This 
charming woman boaſted of her fortitude: 
and ſpirits, but ſhe has ſuffered much; ſhe 
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1s thin, pale, and languid, yet beautiful and 
intereſting beyond imagination. I will not 
repeat their converſation; I could not do 
them juſtice. Two affectionate hearts, with 
ſenſibility like their's, I have ſeldom met 
with ; and their mutual *friendſhip does ho- 
nour to both. I am proud of my wife, 


Harley, and herelhrer muſt include both in 


one praiſe, 


We prevailed on her to go out and dine 
with. us. She returned with Madame St. 


Bernard and her lovely child, the image of 


its mother, except the eyes, which are dark, 


like Mr. Menvu 2's. The nun is indeed a 


charming woman. Lady Wentworth kiſſed 


her fingers through the grate, and thanked 


her a thouſand times for her kindneſs to 
*. Menville. 


7 We e carried off the angelic widow, and 
introduced her to her delighted friends. Mr. 


and Mrs. Moleſworth adore her; Mrs. Ne- 
ville was exceedingly. — her grateful 


heart 
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| heart ſprung to her eyes; ſhe bleſt her for 
her kindneſs to her ſiſter, and was ſo over- 
come by her ſenſibility and nn 101 
ſhe was obliged to retir 8 


We ſhall ſtay here e Mrs. Men- 
ville does not feel any pleaſure in the idea 
of returning to England; at the ſame time 
ſne is ſenſible ſne ought not to remain in a 
convent. We ſhall keep her at the Park 
as long as we can; but ſhe is determined 
to retire to a cottage of her own. I hope, 
dear Harley, I ſhall yet fee . and that 
lovely woman happy. 


I ſuppoſe Lord Longfield will remain a- 
broad ſome months. I am greatly intereſt- 
ed for that nobleman : he has many virtues, 
and is ſingular for his attachment to his late 
Lady, A valuable woman, indeed, in this 
age of diſſipation and folly, cannot be too 
much honoured or regretted, 
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J am interrupted, I promiſed you only 
matio 


zwo lines of 
ceeded that, you have no right to complain. 
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Dear Harley, 


fort 


in 
England. 
J am, 


will hear from me ag 


arrive in 
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E 
MAS, MENVILLE TO MRS. COLEMORE, 


AM. here at Wentworth-Park, my dear 
Mrs. Colemore, happy in the ſociety of 
my friends, and am commiſſioned by Sir 


Charles and Lady Wentworth to requeſt, 


to ſolicit, you and Mr. Colemore, with Mis 
Neville, will add to our pleaſure, by coming 
to us with all poſſible expedition: they pro- 
teſt Mrs. Neville ſhall not go to Sudbury, 
until you come to accompany her back. 
OG: us, my good friends; you cannot 
. Conceive 
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conceive how greatly we ſhall rejoice in ſuch 
an acquiſition to our happy party. 
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I ſhall go back to Lady Wentworth's ar. 
rival at Abbeville. I was fearful who might 
be in her ſuite. She delicately informed me 

Lord Longfield was at Spa, Mr. Sackville 
and Captain Harley at Paris; I could there. 
fore make no objection to accompany them 
to England. 


My dear St. Mika ſhed floods of tears 
on our parting; nor was T leſs affected, 
Ahl! how different our ſituations ! He con- 
fined within the walls of a gloomy convent, 
without friends or conſolation ; J returning 
with my beloved companions to the land 


of liberty, wire more dear friends await. 
we me. | 


? 


6e "FR me, deardft Madam,” fad I 
embracing her, “ give me your honour, that 
if the regulations talked of reſpecting COn= 
vents take place, you will be the happy 

| com- 


WOMAN AS SHE SHOULD BE. 93 


[companion of my farare days; will aſſiſt me 
W in the care of wy ſweet Wan 


Les,“ 1 ſhe, ce yes, my * | 
Y Lady, I will, I do promiſe you. Ah! where 
can I be fo happy! With my brothers I 
could not reſide, even if they would receive 
me; and I candidly own, if liberty is offered 
me, I ſhall not prefer the convent: with 
5 whom then could I wiſh to live but with you! 
ro have the education of that darling child 
W would ſatisfy my warmeſt wiſhes; doubt not, 
W therefore, of my acceptance with j joy of your 
kind offer.” 


We embraced ſeveral times. I took leave N 
of the Abbeſs and community with reſpect, 
and had their prayers for my future hap- 


pineſs in the world, and eternal felicity in 
the life to come. 3 


= We had a ſhort and pleaſant paſſage, and, 
We without reſting in London, proceeded on to 
dle Park, which is twenty-five miles beyond 


it, 
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it, an elegant houſe and an enchanting ſituatioj, 
My worthy friends ſtudy to make every body 
ealy and happy; I never ſaw a picture of 
truer felicity than in their behaviour to each 
other, and to their friends.— We are going 
a little tour round the villages; adieu for 
the preſent: 


1 


If you have not already ſecured for me a 
houſe that you could approve, ſuſpend for 
the preſent any further proceedings : I have 
ſeen a ſweet, beautiful houſe in the cottage 
ſtyle, that I think I ſhall like (extremely, 
It is ſituated in a delightful retired vale, en- 
compaſſed with woods, and a trout-ſtream, 
well ſupplied, running through them; two 
large gardens, one for the kitchen, the other 
fruit and flowers, with a ſmall, but charm- 
ing ſhrubbery, and excellent gravel walks. 
There is plenty of game, which I am very 
fond of; and it is about three miles from 
a market- town, where I can be ſupplied 
with every neceſſary of life; - the diſtance 


from Wentworth-Park near nine miles. The 


houſe 


ff— Hugs 


— — ay 


WOMAN As SHE SHOULD BE. © gy 


houſe is not large, but handſome and con- 

venient; a hall, two | parlours, three hand- 
ſome rooms, with two light dreſſing- cloſets, 
on the firſt floor, and four good cham- 
: bers on the attic; good kitchens, laun- 
1 dry, and dairy, with three ſervants rooms 
WW over. There is a ſmall orchard of excellent 
apples, and a large meadow of ſeven acres, 
at the back of the houſe. The whole is 
only fifty-ſix pounds a-year. Sir Charles 
calls on the proprietor to-morrow; for I 
mould like to have a long leaſe of it. Should 
WI be fortunate enough to obtain it, there T 
fall fix my future abode ; but previous to 
that I will viſit Sudbury ; and if you com- 
ply with our withes, ſhall weren return 
with you. 


I have written to my brother this morning: 
© allo to my uncle. I ſuppoſe the latter has 
beard from Harry. I forgot to ſend you 
in my laſt letter the contents of the one you 
ſo kindly tranſmitted to me; I was ſo hur- 
ried by Lady Wentworth's, that, although - 

5 
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had copied it for Au, I omitted fending it 
You will let my brother ſee the letter when 
you have peruſed it. I ſhould hope he wil 
not fix his reſidence at St. Helena, though 
it appears doubtful, I think. 


4 4 ö 


Every one in this family join in love an 
compliments to you and your's. Haſten to 
us, and you will oblige all, particularly 
Tour ſincerely affectionate, 


EMILY MENVILLE, 
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My deareſt ſiſter, - 17. 
FOWEVER I appeared to keep up my 
ſpirits, and aſſume a reſolution ne- 
for the undertaking I was embarked 
in, 1 felt the parting from my father and 
yourſelf a ſevere taſk, and was extremely 
melancholy and diſtreſſed that night. 
The following momigg- de geben sb. 
troduced me to ſeveral gentlemen paſſengers, 
and aſſured me I ſhould find half a dozen 
N F ve 5 
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very aha. women at dinner; the Go. 
vernor of St. Helena's lady and daughter, 
with four young handſome ladies, going to 
India to ſee their friends, and make their 
fortunes. This laſt intelligence diſguſted 
me: I had no idea a young woman of de- 
licacy could go on ſuch a voyage with an 
avowed intention of getting well married; 


I therefore held them in very little eſti- 


mation. At dinner we all aſſembled, and 


were introduced to each other. The Go- 


vernor's lady, Mrs. Morriſon, is a very po- 
lite, agreeable woman, about forty ; the 
daughter, Miſs Julia, near nineteen, and, 


without being beautiful, is the moſt / capti- 


vating girl I ever ſaw: her face is pleaſing, 
and rather more than agreeable, good fea- 


tures, and a tolerable complexion; but there 


is good - humour, ſweetneſs, and ſteadinefs 


in every look. She is elegantly made, and 
her whole appearance is intereſting, and 
claims attention. The other four young 


ladies had much greater pretenſions to beauty 
and admiration: they certainly obtained it; 
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but then your admiration ſtopt at the face, 5 
and, after an hour's converſation, the heart 
involuntarily returned to the modeſt, amia- | 
ble Julia, without arrogance, vanity, or 
envy. To thoſe who ſought for the gra- 
tification of the eyes only, thoſe ladies had 
aſſuredly the firſt claims; but the man who. 
could diſtinguiſh merit, would in a few 1 7 
ments be intereſted for the lovely Julia. I 
found my partiality increaſe every day: a 
Mr. Moſely, who had been in England for 
education, was about my age, and was re- 
turning to his father at Bengal, held the ſame 
ſentiments with myſelf; and his pretenſions 
being every way ſuperior to mine, I Was 
condemned to ſilence and deſpair. The 
other ladies had each of them their admirers; 
but one of them, a Miſs Halliday, treated 
me with a particular diſtinction. As I felt 
nothing for her but the civility every lady, 
particularly in a ſituation like our's, was en- 
titled to, I did not for a long time notice her 
partiality. Mr, Moſely firſt took upon him 


to obſerve it, and rallied me always when, 


Fs. '." 
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— 
8 


Julia was preſent about Miſs Halliday. I 
told him, — — I really believed, that he did 
me an honour 1 by no means delerved, and 
that I Was. confident ſhe had no. preference 
of me to any other gentleman. However 
Moſely perſiſted in his own, conjectures, and 
at length induced Mr. Thompſon, a gen- 
tleman who, was fond of her, to credit his 
tale: the conſequence - was, Thompſon watch- 
ed me narrowly. As I conceived, Moſely's 
| addreſſes. would: be accepted by -Mrs, Mor- 
riſon for her daughter, I ayoided every at- 
tention to Julia, and rather ſhunned than 
courted. her ſociety; though my heart mur- 
 muxed, I was ſenſible I did right. I there- 
| fore. more frequently ch atted with, the other 
ladies; and Miſs Halliday often contrived to 
draw me into arguments with her alone, and 
5 chen compliment me by Ering up her . 
5 nion to mine. 5 . 


Whgre is the man, my dear TEE that is 
free, from. vanity. where your. lovely ſex is 


ee ? Lhad, * Jigs of the world, 
Ws 


| woran As Sis suoblb Br. is 
ſtill leſs of the female part of it: I was there- 
fore pleaſed and — rh by Miſs Hallidays 
politeneſs, and was inſenſibly drawn on to 
ſhew her particular notice. Themp pon 
took every opportunity to affront me by 
contradiction and ridicule. I bore a good 
deal, not to diſturb the peace of the com- 
pany ; but at length his inſolence became 
_ intolerable; that 1 was compelled one 
evening to tell him I could no lofiger brook 
his behaviour, and that immediately on our 
arrival at St. Helena, I expected he would 
give me the ſatisfaction a gentleman had a 
right to demand from unprovoked ill treat = 
ment. He gladly accepted the challenge, 
and from that time behaved with more de. - 4 
ys wk We er 


= One morning I was ſiting in 1 as 
W room; a book in my hand; thought not juſt 
then attending to its contents; wien Mils 
Julia entered. Seeing me, ſhe would have 
withdrawn. I run and caught Her händ. 
© Do. not. let me drive you hence, Miſs 
1 Mor- 


202 WOMAN 48 Su SHOULD RE. 


Morriſon: I will call Mr. Moſely, who i is 

Wo gone on the Cara 1 7 
A. 

118 And for hs Sir, ſhould you call Mr. 

Moſely ?” ſaid ſhe, evidently ſurpriſed ; Rk 

105 no buſineſs with him.” 
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| a « Ab 1 Mik Julia,” -thaned e bot 
ſeek to iu from me e is ſo palpable 
to * one,” 


ee 1 5 do not underſtand you, Mr. 
Oſwald. I uſe no diſguiſe, for I have no 
ſecrets. Mr. Moſely is nothing to me, nor 
have I any concern with him more than with 
any other gentleman in the ſhip. You will 
pardon me, Sir, but I muſt think your in- 
eee do me a * injury. „ 


— 


« « If . Madam, I fncerely. entreat your 
. hut I own I Rouge — 
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2 Thought what, Sir 1 5 - 


« That Mr. Moſtly » was 40 Nha as to 
be particularly 9 wy. Miſs Mor · . 


riſon.“ 


« You are in a great error, Sir; I am 
ſorry you have no more diſcernment: but 
(ſmiling) where a perſon's attentions are ſo. 
entirely devoted to one, they are apt to 

overlook little occurrences that may happen 

between others.” 7 


Saying this, with a fight councly, the ; 


Wer I began to conſider what had paſs Þ 
fed, I found a glimmering of hope ariſe in | 
my heart. I was. certain ſhe had too much | 
candour and ſincerity to have denied her 
partiality for Mr. Moſely in ſuch ſtrong 
terms, had ſhe really felt an inclination ſur 
him. The paſſion 1 had been endeavouring. - | 
to ſtifle, now burſt out more ſtrongly than 

F 4 ever. 
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ever. I was no longer aſſiduous about Mig 

Halliday, or any one; ; my whole ſoul was 
devoted to Julia, although I never dared 
breathe a ſigh in her preſence. by Dy 


In a few days after this converſation we 
arrived at St. Helena. Mrs. Morriſon gave 
me a very polite invitation to her houſe: 
we all attended her to it, but did not enter 
with her. As we returned, Mr. Thompſon 
Aid to me, Tou ſee that riſing hill, meet 
me to-morrow at fix o'clock; we can then 
** for a convenient i 


1 vile to « 8 We met; 
two others with us. Both fired together: 
his ball lodged in muy left thigh; I fell. I 
was immediately affiſted by the ſurgeon, the 
ball extracted, and I was carried to the firſt 
tavern at hand. The news ſoon blazed over | 
the town. A ſervant was ſent by the ladies 
from the Governor's, to know my fituation, 
and enquire if I could bear a removal. The 
* anfwered i in We affirmative and the 

next 


2 89 1 
SAS „ 
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next morning a ſitter was ſent, and 3 Was. 
taken. to the Governor* s houſe, put to bech 


after, the Governor came in, a very reſpect- | 
able gentleman. He thanked me for my 
politeneſs to his wife and daughter, requeſted 
I would conſider. his houſe as my home, and: 
aſſure myſelf. of every attention my ſituation: 
called for. Mrs. Morriſon. next paid me a: 
viſit, and expreſſed her ſurpriſe at the event 
which had taken place. 1 thought it my; 

TA to Oe APSR” with her. 3 | 


« And: had you: not- any. particular: pre | 
tenſions. to Miſs Halliday.?: 4s aſked. ſhe. 


150 N in the world, Madam,” T replied 3 


er but I could not ſupport premeditated ; in- 
ſult,” 


0 Well,” Ld ſhe, 4 wre muſt not alk | 
I hope you will have no fever, and chen youu 
will ſoon get well,” 


F 5 Hows 


and a. nurſe ordered to attend me. Soon | 


— 4043 


Us are you nephew to Harry Seymour? and 
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However, before night the agitation of 
_ my ſpirits brought on a very violent feyer. 
| I was delirious for three days, and in ex- 
treme danger : but youth and a good con- 
ſtitution enabled me to ſtruggle through it. 
When I recovered my ſenſes, I found Mrs. 
| Morriſon by my bed ſide. She kindly re- 
Joiced to ſee me better. I mended fo faſt, 
that in about a week I was enabled, with 
albſtance, to get into the drawing- room, and 
was congratulated by che charming Julia on 
my ae, 


— 


In the courſe of converſation the Go- 
vernor aſked me ſome queſtions relative to 
my family, connexions, and my proſpects in 
India. I mentioned every particular he 
- wiſhed to know of my connexions, and added 
the uncertainty: we were in reſpecting the 
deſtiny of my uncle Seymour. 


e Good God!” cried Mrs. Morriſon, 


did 
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ad you never receive an account of . 
dean? VV 153 


« No, Madan,” 1 relied, * ve never 
did.“ a 


ce That is very ftrange,” faid ſhe, “be- 
cauſe I know an account was ſent. home 
to his elder brother ; ; and I underſtood, his. 
little property, about three thouſand n. 
was s remitted to him likewiſe.“ 


she then told me my uncle Henry was 
exceeding intimate at her father's, in Ma- 
dras; that on his firſt coming to India, he 
had been fortunate, and obtained in about 
two years ſeven thouſand pounds. Within 
that time his brother wrote him of his fa-- 0 


ther's death, and that his ſiſter had: a daugh- 5 2 


ter. I well remember, added ſhe, © he : 
remitted to his brother, through my father's. 
hands, - two thouſand pounds, one thouſand a. 


preſent to his ſiſter, the other thouſand be- 


tween his two. brothers. In about a twelve-- 
* 6 month 


month after this, going one evening to a 
ball, he overheated himſelf in dancing, and 
died within three days of a frenzy fever. 
My father wrote an account of his death to 
his brother; and I am very confident his re- 
E effects were tranſmitted to him.“ 


— "IO this relation Sec abs; 
our uncle has not uſed us well. I leave it 
to your prudence how far we thoul? inter- 


ſere in the buſinefs. 


F muſt hoes e to my fitnation at the 
_ Governor's. I grew better daily, but was 


ſtill very lame; and as my paſſion for Miſs 
ed very languid and depreſſed. Meantime- 
Moſely made a declaration of his love for 
Miſs Julia, expecting, from his family and 
connexions, who, he knew, would not diſ- 
approve of the alliance, his addreſſes might 


be received. The young lady was confult- | 


ed, and ſhe gave an abſolute negative, which 
was acceded to by her parents, who were 
| deter- 


{ 
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determined: not to force her inclination in 
favour of any one. n | 


The ſhip was now to nw on | ew 
voyage, but the family inſiſted upon my re- 
maining there until I was in perfect health. - 
J had not reſolution to refuſe ſo kind an 
offer. The ſhip fatled without me; but er 
the had been gone a week I repented: my 
affection for Miſs Morrilton made me mi- 
ſerable. N 


A few days ago arrived here two India · 
men, one going to Madraſs, the other O 
her return to England. I reſolved to em- 
bark in the former, and took an opportunity 
to acquaint Mrs. Morriſon and the S 
of yy intention. 


er You are then tired of us,” ſaid ſhe, with 
a ſmile +6 
« Ah! no, Madam; but I am tired of 


wpſelf, aſhamed of the trouble J have oc- 
| calioned 


— 
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caſioned in your fatnily, and unhappy. that 


N I have oy” bare aaa to offer 
in return. 


2 You en a proud young man, and 
above being obliged to your friends, then, 


ſaid the Governor; © but there is more in 
this than we know of. Tou are anxious to 
raiſe a fortune, and perhaps would 60 a 


moderate ſituation.” 


« No, Sir,” I replied, « I am not am- 
rand 31 87 wiſh for a competency.” 


"0 That I can offer you, 16 on th 
ifland ; I can make you my Secretary, alſo 
give you a place worth gool. a year. You 
may trade with your little capital, and ſoon 


| en it through * recommendations.” 


This * was ven tempting, "oy I he- 
ſitated. 


4 


« Very 
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4 Very well,” cried Mrs. Morriſon, « 4 


ſee how it is, you will leave us; believe me, 3 


Mr. Oſwald, ve do not wiſh to dhe your. 


Unable to Lo this reproof, why great 
emotion I confeſſed the true ſtate of my 
neart, and my motives for being deſirous to 
quit St. Helena. The Governor, to my 
great ſurpriſe, was Nen with me. 


4 1 will, in return for your frankneſs, Mr. 
Oſwald, be equally ſincere with you. Mrs. 
Morriſon and my daughter were prejudiced 
in your favour before we knew any thing 
relative to your family. When, your life 
was deſpaired of, I enquired of the Captain 
every particular concerning you. He gave 
me ſuch an account of your character and 
connexions as confirmed thoſe prejudices. 
Your illneſs diſcovered a ſecret neither you 


nor my daughter intended ſhould be knownz 


but in that moment both were off their 
guard, Mrs, Morriſon's knowledge of your 
late uncle is likewiſe in your favour ; but 


_— 


* 


you ae Bur | young. Tf you. will remain 
kere one year, and your conduct ſhall be 
ſuch as to juſtif us in giving you our 
daughter, we ſhall make no objections; but 
we hall look upon ourſelves as free and at 
Iberty to retract this conditional conſent, 
whenever we fee reaſon for ſo doing. We 
| know we can depend on the prudence and 
honour of Julia, to be guided in that reſpect 
to our wiſnes. Reflect on what L have ſaid, 
and determine for yourſelf.. 


« Dear Sir, I require no time för re- 
ſeckion; I accept your generous and con- 
ditional offer with tranſport; and I ſolemnly. 
promiſe never to endeavour by direct or in- 
direct means to engage the R of Miſs 
Morriſon. until. authorized 6 you.” 


8 "tes, my good Ofwald: this is your: 
reſting-place; 5. We Will. depend! upon Jour 
n | 


Thus, 
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Thus, my dear ſiſter, have I given. you 
an account of my preſent. ſituation and de- 
lightful proſpects; grant Heayen they maß 
be realized. Mrs. Morriſon thinks you en- 
titled to the thouſand pounds deſigned for 
your mother; alſo the ſhare of your uncle's. 
effects ſent home; and that you have a very 
good authority from her to claim it. You 
will act in this affair as Mr. Menville may 
judge moſt proper; all my claims J reſign 
entirely in your favour. To- morrow the 
Lord Howe fails for England. Pray write 
me the firſt opportunity. My affectionate 
reſpects to Mr. Menville, Miſs Ellis, and ali 
your friends. I addreſs my father by tha 
ſame n Ever n gh 


Myr Dear we Mal S 
Four affectionate brother, 


HENRY OSWALD, © 


LETTER 
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LETTER XVII. 
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"MRS. COLEMORE To MRS, MENVII LE. 


HAVE this day received your letter, my 
beloved friend, and ſincerely congratulate 
you -on your return to England. I forgive 


Lady Wentworth the theft ſhe has commit- 
ted in taking you to Wentworth Park, as 


know, in her ſituation, I ſhould' have done 


exacily the ſame thing. Pray give me cre- 
dit for my candour, when it militates againſt | 


my own wiſhes. I had been viſiting round 


the neighbourhood, within ten miles of us, 
to ſearch for a cottage, to no purpoſe, and 
| © 4 nom 
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now behold you have found one for yourſelf, 
far enough from me. Cruel Mrs. Menville, 
cannot you divide your time between us? 
muſt I ever: remain thus diſtant from the 
friend, whoſe, ſentiments and example I wiſh 
to imitate ? And, to complete my morti- 
fication, find myſelf compelled to decline an 
invitation I would with joy accept if I could. 
But, alas! I am not permitted; a ſituation, 

intereſting at preſent to my family, and which 
will very ſhortly prove ſo to me in its effects, 


impedes my wiſhes, and juſtifies the appre- - 


henſions of my friends, as to preclude all 
thoughts of a journey. I have, however, 
inſiſted upon Miſs Neville's going; and who 


do you think will be her eſcort? (for Cole» 


more will not leave me ;)' Martin. He was 
here this morning when your letter came; 
and hearing of our difficulties, offered to ac- 
company Miſs. Neville; my mother's maid 
will attend her, and return by the ſtage. 
I had not courage to refuſe the poor fellow, 
though I think he is wrong ; for ſurely there 
are no hopes for him ! And ſo this Paradiſe is 
| in 
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in Lady Wentworth's neighbourtwod. Hips 
py woman! | Yet, thank Heaven, it is not 
in Wales: 1 dare not nn on mod 
_diffatisfied. 1 8 


I thank you for Harry's letter. I hope 
| ſhall we think of that uncle of your's? If be 
has concealed. his brother's letters and re. 
mittances, what a horrid wretch he muſt be. 
I never loved him. He blaſted the favouritk 

wiſh of my heart; he brought miſery on 9 
deareſt friend: in ſhort, his whole Eondut 
has been guided by deteſtable ambition and 
avarice; and from ſuch a diſpoſition; every 
evil action may be expected. My fathet 
adviſes you to fend him a copy of your bro. 
ther's letter, telling him a copy has like wiſt 
been ſent to him, and requeſt an anſwer fuch 
as you may produce to Dr. Ellis, and ſend 
to your brother. As this anſwer is dictated, 
you muſt be guided in your further pro- 
ceedings. - I wiſh ſuch a wretch to be made 
an example of. 


I am 
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I am pleaſed with the proſpect you have 
of St. Bernard's company, for ſhe certainly 
will be at liberty ſoon; and I hope you give 
me credit for my generoſity. in wiſhing you. 
a companion that may be likely to leſſen. the 
value of 3 9 | | 


As Miſs Neville will foon be with you, I 
truſt that ſhe will very quickly return with 
you and her ſiſter; F'muſt inſiſt upon ĩt you 
do not exceed three weeks. I have a right 
to expect a return of the fame compliment 
I paid you; and in leſs than fix weeks I look 
forward to a ſimilar confinement: but let 
me not be diſappointed, as you wiſh not to 
be anſwerable for the conſequences, In three 
days Miſs Neville ſets off. Happy girl! I 
envy her feelings, to embrace a beloved ſiſter; 
to ſee my deareſt and moſt valued friends, 
equally friends to her and her's. Ah! what 
can be more delightful than ſuch an inter- 
view; I am ſure it requires all my philo- 
ſophy and love for my huſband, to reconcile 
me to the diſappointment I am obliged to 


ſubmit 
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- ſubmit to. I truſt to your generoſity to te. 
ward me for my ſelf-denial, by writing me 
conſtantly until I have the happineſs of ſeeing 
you. My beſt wiſhes to dear Lady Went- 

worth and family ; and believe me ever 
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Your truly ſincere 
\ E And affectionate, 


1 


E. M. COLEMORE, 


| Your brother Anthony has received your 
letter, and will write by Miſs Neville. Your 
ſiſter continues as amiable as ever. 
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LETTER XVIII. 


RoRERT MARTIN) ESO. 


TO JOHN CHAMBERS, ESQ. 


AM juſt returned from Wentworth Park, 
where I eſcorted Miſs Neville. Sir 
Charles inſiſted that J ſhould paſs the night 
there, and I gladly conſented. Mrs. Men- 
ville is more beautiful than ever: ſurrounded 
by her friends, reſtored to tranquillity, and 
free from anxiety, ſhe is no longer the ſame 
woman as when I ſaw her in Cornwall, or 
at Lyons. There is a ſoſt pleaſing melan- 
choly in her countenance, and a ſerenity in 
1 Wnt 8 
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her manners, that intereſts every heart ; and 
when ſhe ſpeaks, how elegant her language, 
what underſtanding and poliſhed ſentiments! 
Ah! Jack, I ſhall never love any other wo- 
man; yet I have no hopes; Harley wil 
certainly be the happy, envied man: and 
though, from circumſtances, I am well af. 


ſured Lord | Longfield- loves her, I do not 


think he has the leaſt chance : ſhe has a mind 
ſuperior to grandeur or titles; they can re- 
flect neither honour nor FT on a being 
* | 


Miſs Neville is an amiable young woman, 


about eight and twenty, with a very good 


heart and underſtanding ; her | perſon ex- 
tremely . agreeable, but—fhe is not Mrs, 
Menville. Lady Wentworth is handſome, 
lively, and pleaſing; Mrs. Neville elegant, 
ſoft, and intereſting: in ſhort, they are a 
group of charming women. Mr. and: Mrs. 
Moleſworth are very. worthy. people; Sir 
Charles every thing a man en aber ___ 


| and affectionate. 
1 am 
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Iam whequal to the deKtiptien of the ſcene 
among the ladies on their firſt meeting; fe- 
male pens alone can do it juſtice, But, 
upon my ſoul, I was ſo oddly affected, that 
I run out of the room to recover myſelf, 
and remained till J thought they were more 
compoſed. On my return, Mrs. Menville | 
addreſſed me with ſuch expreffions of kind | 
neſs and eſteem for my attentions to herſelf 
and friends, that I would fly to the antipodes 
to merit her approbation. She has taken 
a houſe, a cottage ſhe calls it, in a very re- 
tired ſituation, nine miles from Wentworth 
Park. Nothing ſhall induce her to live in 
the gay world, ſhe ſays. Her child is truly 
beautiful; it runs about, and talks a little. 
How engaging is the ſweet Emily, ſo like 
her enchanting mother! To the care of 

her child ſhe devotes her future life.“ But, 
Ah! Jack; the will have other cares, T am 
ſure ſhe will. I have no very high opimon 
of women's ſtability ; and although, if any 
woman does poſſeſs that virtue, I think it 
may be her, yet when this Harley comes, 
VOL, IV, G this 
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will perſevere i in widowhood. At all events 
though I destek for nn Anil reſo- 
eres | 
A My. emotions at parting from Mrs.. Menville 


peculiar to herſelf, ſaid, „When I return 
from Sudbury, Mr. Martin, I mall. tale poſ- 


wi received with leine PL ran 


thanks, and flew: out of che room. — Ste 


this mirror of pertection, as I am told he is, 
a firſt love too, it is impoſſible, ſhe never 


I have not the molt; diſtant. hope, and. can 
only look forward to. her, happineſs, inde- 
pendent of my own. What a ſelf-denial! 
Pity me, Jack, for I am half mad at times, 


1 1 
- 


. 


2 15 ” 3; i 43a 


1 nooks 0 of the ſamüy + this rorning 


were viſible ;, ſhe ſaw. it, and. with a ſwyeetneſs 


eſſion of my cottage. I intend: to open my 
Jean to. none; but Friends ; in that number 
I ſhall be happy to conſider: Mr. Martin; 
and with Sir Charles and Lady Wentworth, 
or. Mr. and Mrs. Colemore, you will always 
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ſpoke the word friends wit an emphaſis, ſo 
as to preclude all other claims on her favour. 
So here J am, after all my Quixotiſm, re- 
ſigned to my deſtiny, and IA to _ 
eſteemed a friend only. e 5260259 E560 
Oh! Jack, Jack, didſt thou ever expect 
to ſee Bob Martin a convert to truth, ſin- 
cerity, and friendſhip ? Yet ſo it is. If ſhe 
marries, I muſt give up all acquaintance. 
I can bear the diſappointment of my own 
hopes, but I fear I have not fortitude enough 
to ſupport the triumph of another, in poſ- 
ſeſſing ſuch a woman.—1 muſt drop the 
ſubject. | 


1 am now going to call on Mr. Smith, 
and likewiſe on one other perſon, to whom 
I am deſirous of making all the reparation 
[ can for former follies, 


yg 


I rejoice to hear your affairs are in a train 
of f eee which will facilitate your 
8 2 return 


«© 
a 


n N . 


5 * 2 . 


— . 0 on 2 


8 Es . rs bop ef 
l bo EC PEE as. — uagnr notihtes)oave o. 
r Bibs SIS | == _ n 
| as 4+ - l 


- 4 - Rs a 1 
D n f 


224 hs WOMAN AS SHE SHOULD BE. 


xeturn to England —Truſt me, Jack, there 
15 no experience we are ſo likely to profit 
by as that which is dearly bought; I there- 
fore hope, both you and myſelf will hence- 
forth become good members-of ſociety. 


Your's, ſincerely, 


ROBERT MARTIN. 


| 
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LETTER XIX. 
MISS NEVILLE TO MRS, COLEMORE. | 


AFELY arrived at Wentworth Park, 
my dear Madam, I take the firſt op- 


portunity to obey your commands, and tell 


you how your charming friend looked. The 
feelings of our hearts often ſuperſede cere- 


mony. The moment I entered the room, | 
I flew involuntarily to Mrs. Menville, and 


embraced her with ſtreaming eyes ; ſhe re- 
ceived me with a ſiſterly affection. My poor 


Lucy now advanced towa ds me : I had not 


ſeen her. Oh! Madam, what did I feel at 
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that moment! Conſcious'of the evils I had 
brought on her and her's, I ſhrunk from her, 

fell into a chair, and was with difficulry pre- 
ſerved from f 


Shawn — 
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« Fanny, my dear Fanny, cried ſhe, 
much affected, © ſpare yourſelf and me: we 
muſt ſubmit.to the decrees of Heaven.” 


P i - outs 


This kind reflection reſtores me; we both 
wept, and ſoon, recovered. I was then in- 
troduced to Lady Wentworth and Mrs. 
Moleſworth, and An to Km ladies 
for my ines. 


R 4A 


I had now time to look at our dear Mrs. 
Menville. She is paler and thinner; but 
with thoſe diſadvantages ſhe is handſomer 
than any woman I know; and the ſweetneſs 
and elegance of her manners muſt engage 
all hearts, if ſne had no beauty at all. How 
kindly did ſhe receive me, how affectionate 
her enquines after her dear Mrs. Colemore 
and family! I am e that ſhe has ab- 

5 ſolutely 
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ſolutely taken a bl at ſuch a diſtanite from! 
us; but it being ſo near Wentworth Park, 
is, 1 ſuppoſe, one inducement. © In the coun- 
try nine or ten miles ĩs nothing, only an hour 
and a half's drive, and Per frienils intend t to 
reſide: chiefly here, T kind. N 
Mrs. Menville SR written to her uncle, 
and ſent him a copy of her brother's letter, 
but never will take ſteps to compel him to 
do her«uſtice. She ſays ſhe does not want 
the money; her child will be rich enough; 
ſhe: never, therefore, will bring diſgrace on 
a relation, for tranſactions ſo unjuſt, for any 
benefit to herſelf. ' © My brothers,” added 
ſhe, © may do as they pleaſe ; but I hope 
intereſt will not lead them to a proſecution, 


which muſt in fome degree reflect on the 
family.“ 
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I muſt own I admire her ſentiments, and 
think them right; but with all the reafons ſhe - 
has to diſlike this man, from his behaviour 
to her and Harry, I doubt I ſhould ſcarcely ' 
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ſuffer him to enjoy his ill-gotten ſpoils in 
quiet, was I in her; place, I am delighted 
with her little girl, and ſhall, be its chlief 
companion, I believe: ſhe. is a lovely child, 
and juſt beginning to talk, which I think the 


moſt engaging age. Her mother doats on 


| Ms and well ſhe . 


My ſiſter Neville = ns Glide 


treſſes ſhe has ſuffered, I do not wonder at. 


She. delights to talk of Captain Harley, and 


is an enthuſiaſt in her gratitude: it is not 


ſurpriſing ſhe ſhould be ſuch; for I ſcarce 
ever heard of a man ſo wg beneficent. 1 
long to ſee him. | 


We are going to-morrow to view Mrs. 
Menville's cottage. On a certainty ſhe has. 
taken it for fourteen years. I ſmiled : ſhe 
aſked the reaſon. I told her there was very 
little probability ſhe * reſide ſo long in 


a cottage. 


| 5 


« If J live, I think I ſhall, unleſs there are 
inconveniencies in the houſe [ am not aware 
of 1 anſwered *. | 
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cc But, ald 1, ec ai his good for- 
tune Miſs Menville will be entitled to; you 
would not wiſh to bury her there, | ſurely "th 
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We will conſider of that hereafter,” re- 
plied ſhe; © Emily has many years of in- 
fancy yet to look forward to, and many diſ- 
orders to encounter with. at. 
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1 came into her eyes. I changed the 
ſubject. 05 


We are juſt returned from Grove-Houſe, 
Mrs. Menville's future reſidence. It is in- 
deed a delightful ſituation, but extremely re- 
tired. She is ſo very earneſt to get into it, 
that I believe we mall viſit yu within om 
three weeks. 
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%» 


Sir Charles and Lady 1 look 


forward with hope and exultation to the 5 
union of Captain Harley and their friend; 


but they are delicately cautious not to men- 
tion his name, though Mr. Menville has 
now been dead four months; and, according 
to the faſhionable mode of mourning, ſhe 
will change her weeds ſoon, and then there 


can be no impropriety ſurely in her receiving 
him as a friend. L 


I have fome r news. for you. Sir Charles, 
has this morning had a · letter from a gen- 

tleman at Boulogne. Old Shepherd is dead; 
and it comes out that he has mortgages on 
Mr. Menville's eſtates that are not fold, and 


ia all probability Mr. Menville's own. money 


was ſupplied for the purpoſe, as there was a 
great deficiency. in the caſh expected from, 
the tenants. Mrs. Shepherd, a ſtranger to. 


the language, and not knowing what is be- 


come of her daughter, is about to return 
9 to England. 


Sir 


Sir Charles Wining: will accompany 


us to Sudbury, as Mrs. Menville requeſts 
him and Mr. Colemore to be truſtees for 


her child, and take all her affairs out- of her 
uncle's hands. - 


S 


All this family, my dear Madam, join in 


the kindeſt and moſt perfect good wiſhes for 
your health and W with 


Tour ever obliged, 
And affectionate, 


FRANCES NEVILLE, 
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CAPTAIN HARLEY 


TO SIR CHARLES WENTWORTH-« 


* 


A FTER a tedious paſſage, and more 
*K diſtgreeable journey, owing to the 
breaking down of our carriage, five miles 
from any town, we are ſafely, and without 
any injury to our perſons, arrived at the 
hotel in Jermyn-Street. Mr. Sackville will 
be with you in a few days. How hard is it, 
dear Wentworth, that the perſon moſt anxi- 
ous to be of your party, dares not venture 
to approach your houſe ? I am really mi- 
. | ſerable. 
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ſerable. When deprived of hope, I reſigned 
myſelf to my unfortunate deſtiny ; and tho” 
bereft of happineſs, I became tranquil and 
compoſed; but now, by an unexpected e- 
vent, I am at liberty to indulge thoſe feel- 
ings I have. ſo long repreſſed, and am agi- 

| tated by ten thouſand hopes and fears. O! 
Wentworth, ſhould' I ever be ſo happy as 
to call that charming woman mine, how 
perfect will be my felicity! In point of 
fortune I am greatly her inferior; but that, 
I am fure, will only be a ſecondary conſi- 
deration, and never will influence a mind 
like her's. Lord Longfield, I know, is paſ- 
ſionately fond of Mrs. Menville, and he hes 
a thouſand advantages over me, fortune, title, 
perſon, and a truly- reſpectable character: 
yet ſuch is his honour and delicacy, he aſ- 
fared me he confidered my addrefles as a 
prior right, and never would preſume to 
urge his ſuit, whilſt there was a probability 

mine might be accepted. Generous man 
I hope, ſhould I be ſucceſsful, my happineſs 
will not be Produdtive of pain to him. 

I have 
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I have had a letter from the Count this 
morning. That nobleman and his charming 
daughters are at Madrid. He hopes. ſoon 
to Wer himſelf on Antonia's mar- 
riage with the Duke de Solis, Which is the 
favourite wiſh of his heart; and then how 
happy he ſhould be to viſit his Engliſh friends. 
That worthy nobleman; has my beſt wiſhes, 
for the ſucceſs of his ; for, notwithſtanding. 
the Duke's. | improper conduct reſpecting 
myſelf, he is in very general eſtimation at 
Madrid, and has many very good. qualities. 
Antonia is a captivating woman; whoe ver has 


_ the honour to call her his, muſt: be a happy 


f 


To-morrow I intend to fix my little pro- 
tege at a ſchool near town. Poor little 
fellow, he is exceſſively fond of me, but 
ſeems much diſconcerted nobody underſtands 
Nn but 0 and . 10 

We ſhall 80. PT to Sudbury d . * 


hence. Ah! how painful will be. my re- 
ae 
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flections, how. delicious my hopes! I wiſh 
to ſee my dear Mrs. Colemore, alſo to make 
myſelf an intereſt, if poſſible, with Mr. and 
Mrs. Oſwald. I muſt engage all my friends 
in my behalf againſt the hour on. which the 


future happineſs of my life depends. - 
day ſix months from Menville's death I ſhall 


write. 


fecond my wiſhes with the warmth of a 


The 


SET Wentworth, dear Wentworth, 


friend, of a brother; think what F have at 
ſtake. Clayton Joins me in every good wiſh 


to the ladies and yourſelf; make our beſt 
reſpects, and be aſſured Lam on all mn | 


I hope Mrs. Neville gets better in health 
and ſpirits: ſhe ought to be ſo with ſuch 
Be ſo good to telt 


3 faithful and obliged,.. 


15 FREDERIC HARLEY. 5 


deſirable companions. 


her I ſhall endeavour to ſettle all her affairs 
with her tenant, and every other command 
of ber S in which 1 can be of . | 
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MRS. MENVILLE TO LADY WENTWORTH. 


IR Charles has doubtleſs informed you, 
my dear Lady Wentworth, that we are 
happily at Sudbury, without either fatigues 
or accidents. Mrs. Colemore was- delighted 
to ſee us, and we all ſhed tears of joy at 
meeting. My brother and his lady were 
there ready to receive us. I am much pleaſ- 
ed with Mrs, Oſwald, and though her choice 
was rather a precipitate - one, yet when we 
reflect on the vivacity of the French, and 
how eagerly they purſue a project once form- 


ed, 


\ 
, 
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ech the wonder is in ſome meaſure done 
away. She is really a very agreeable: wo- 
man, though many years older than An- 
thony ; ſhe offered me her ſiſterly affection, 
in terms ſo polite and friendly, as much en- 
creaſed my eſteem for her; ſhe lamented the- 
diſtance between us; I aſſured her it was, 
trifling, and I hoped: would be of little con- 
ſequence, as we might be inmates of each 
other's houſes, alternately; this arrangement 
appeared to pleaſe her. My brother, I find, 
makes frequent excurſions to London, and 
remains two or three days, I fear ſhe will 
find him a man of the world, and not a Mr. 
Colemore, or a Sir Charles Wentworth: ;. 
however, a French woman can bear thoſe: 
things, becauſe conſtancy in a huſband is 
ſeldom expected with them; but I wiſh, for 
both their ſakes, he may grow a little do-" 
meſticated. They are all very angry I did not 
bring Emily; I told them you poſitively re- 
fuſed to part with her they call you a mo- 
nopoliſer. Mrs. Neville is much pleaſed 
with the houſe taken for her, ſhe takes poſ- 
ſeſſion 
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ſeſſion of it next week, with her fiſter and 
children; may her future days be peaceful 
and happy. Captain Harley and Mr. Clay- 
ton have been down at Sudbüry theſe ten 
days paſt, and left it only the day previous 
to our arrival. They are gone to ſpend a 
week with: a. friend of Clayton's, and then 
proceed to Wentworth Park. Mr. Clayton's: 
houſe has been newly painted, and not yet 
proper to be inhabited. Captain Harley has 
ſettled Mrs. Neville's buſineſs, and paid Mr. 
Colemore for her ſeven hundred and thirty 
pounds, the moiety of what was due for rent 
from her eſtate. . I thought ſhe looked ex- 
tremely hurt, that ne had _ it to 
Mr. a ue e 


ee She was very ad tronic he ould 
continually trouble him, but ſhe ſuppoſed 
"ou . n ſeldom ſee him now,” 


6 Oh yes, 3 Mr. 988 he uſed 
to reſide a great part of his time with Mr. 
Clayton, and I hope he will not forget his 


old 
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od correſpondent; ſhe hab given him ſottie 
hours at my expence, and 1 ſhall ba toad ok 
returns them to me. in e 9 1 80 


F 


Colond Huntley did me the and of s a 
viſit this morning; he is a polite ſenſible man, 


and I am pleaſed the eſtate is in ſuch good 


hands. From what we can learn here, Shep- 
herd has behaved infamouſly in the truſt 


Mr. Menville beſtowed upon him but he is 
no more, and I ſhall never trouble his widow: 


nor myſelf, to inveſtigate matters that could 
only prove a ſource of vexation to both. 
Sir Charles and Mr. Colemore have acceded 


to my wiſhes; I have made over to them, in 


truſt for my child, every thing Mr. Menville 
died poſſeſſed: of; paying me my jointure, 
fifteen hundred a year, there will not be fix" 


hundred remaining; ſuch depredations have 
been made on a fortune of nearly ſeven thou- 


ſand a year, when J married, beſides a large 


property in the funds, all of which is drawn 2 
out; yet, as there will be a long minority, 
and every ſhilling ſhall accumulate, (for I 

2 will 
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will ſupport my child at my own expence) 
ſhe will be an exceeding, good fortune when 
ſhe comes of age. Sir Charles will return 
to you on Saturday; no perſuaſions can in- 
duce him to exceed his purpoſed time h- 
Pair witho what tranſport have I beheld his 
eyes dwell wich fondneſs on thoſe: of his 
wife; how: has he exulted; when her charm- 
ing converſation engaged the: attention of the: 
company—how obſervant of every wiſh. of 
" her's, that could communicate pleafure l oh, 
my dear Lady Wentworth, your's is a union 
of minds, of hearts which can know no de- 
creaſe of affection, fince founded on mental 
accompliſhments, and daily ſupplied by good 
ſenſe, and good humour on both ſides. In 
a married life I have always thought there 
muſt be a mutual forbearance, a mutual ac- 
commodation to proeure happineſs, an ob- 
ſervance of the moſt minute things that can 
be ſuppoſed to give pleaſure; it is from the 
neglect of trifles, that many diſagreements 
ariſe in a wedded life, both expect too much, 
and give too little, and in conſequence, tri- 


— 


4 


WOMAN AS SHE SHOULD" BE. 4 


val matters {create aides: till, in the 
warmth of argument, expreſſions eſcape on 
both ſides, ſeldom forgiven, and never for- 


gotten, which occaſion a pique and reſentment, 


often productive of the moſt ſerious' conſe- 


quences. 1 have obſerved, with the utmoſt 


ſatisfaction, that in your conduct towards 
each other, nothing of this kind ever appears; 
you have, my deareſt friend, the faireſt proſ- 
pect for continued felicity J ever beheld; 


perſevere in your preſent ſentiments, and you 


have nothing to apprehend. _ I pity Mrs. 
Neville, her ſpirits are depreſſed beyond any 


thing:I ever ſaw. She looks at me ſome- 
times with ſuch an expreſſion in her eyes, as 


really Hurts me; ſhe knows little of my 


heart, if ſhe ſuppoſes me any obſtacle to her 
viſhes; on the contrary, I wiſh her ſucces 
with the man - ſhe prefers. How dangerous 


is gratitude, when man is the object I a feel- 


ing, ſenſible heart, is loſt before you-know. 


its weakneſs, being miſled by one idea you 
think right to encourage, becauſe founded on 
A: Proper principle; you are ker gone in a 
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tender ns 4 Wheel. you deceined youtſel 
and ſuppoſed. it was the effect of gratitude 
only. I, my beloved friend, have experien- 
ced how far a ſenſe of grateful ideas may 
work upon a mind of ſenſibility. Tou know 
the ſentiments of my heart; when I married 
Mr. Menville, I ſcruple not to ſay I pre- 
ferred another; but the generous offers made 
to me; the advantages held, out to my fi- 
.mily, the delight of obeying my father, and 
making him happy, were ſuch powerful mo- 
tives, that I ſhould have deſpiſed myſelf, if 
an indulgence of a preferable love had biaſſed 
my mind to regard my oven feelings only. | I 
married with a grateful heart, how ſoon was 
chat ripened i into love! in the hour of ſorrow, 
of reproach, when deſerted by my huſband, 
und expoſed to the cenſure of the world, 1 
till loved the father of my child, and looked 
forward with hope to a reconciliation; my 
hopes are blighted, I have therefore tranſ- 
ferred every tender feeling, I have compro- 

miſed every good J hope for now in this 
Ales in the felicity ob; 4nd Emily; in her. arc 
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centered all my earthly expectations of happi- 
neſs; grant, heaven, they may be realized! 
you will have the goodneſs, my dear friend, 

to let your ſteward call ſometimes at Grove 
Houſe, and Tee that the workmen diſpatch 
their buſineſs, for I long to be ſettled. If we 
may judge from circumſtances, Mrs. Cole- 
more will ſoon be confined ; I cannot leave 
her till the dreaded event | is over. Mr. 

Colemore is extremely attentive and affec- 

_ tionate,” they are a happy couple, and the 
worthy Doctor and Mrs. Ellis, are delighted 
beyond expreſñon. I hope Mr. Sackville is 
with you by this time Pray take care you 
do nat ſpoih Emily; remember, dhe is nat o 
be too much indulged. My beſt; compli- 
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ever, n dem e Wentworth, d 47529 
161 A ror 7 2 A 3 „li 21 2 10111 101 Ty 14.39% 


" 
BY 
J- 5 
ql 
i * 
I * 
1 

| 
t bY 
1 

4 
9 

ir 

11 

1s 


| * obliged and affectionate 

FY 

„„ 3% ht nid id 29) 14; ax 
$39] nag 234 (EMILY MENVILLREa: 
153 td tel ni re Ieh 1200088 


1 . ; ”- @w 4% { 2 * ; | | 
Cv 193d 6 pd I mal wolletor 


LETTER 


. i 1 OBE: £0 ˙ 21 
(MRS. MENVILLE TO LADY: :WENTWORTH. 


Fo 
- 1 < \ * 4 N 
3 Rr os Ye — — — — 
* * * . ͤ ke nd _ — — — —— = — : 
"Et Ren b _ a — 
— - 
& — ET - 
, - P * * 


a 2 R — Z = 
e 1 SD — — — — =_ 
vas 2 * * N or 0 — — 

_ A VFA 


Tor to you, my dear Lady Wentworth, 

on the retum of Sir Charles, atcompa- 
ned by ſuch good news; Mrs. Cole more 
was brought to bed yeſterday afternoon of a 
lovely boy, a fortnight ſooner than ſhe ex- 
pected, both herſelf and child are exceeding 
well. Colemore is out of his wits with tran- 
ſport; Doctor and Mrs. Ellis thankful to 
heaven for the bleſſing; indeed we are all 
in heroics. Sir Charles cannot be detained 
another day] hope in leſs than three weeks 
to follow him. I had a letter yeſterday from 
4 « a my 


— 


3 
£ 
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my uncle, he poſitively denies receiving any 
remittances or account of his brother's death ; 


talks loudly of puniſhing the author of ſuch 


invidious reports, and ſeems to be very an- 


gry. He is not pleaſed with my intention of 
taking my affairs out of his hands; accuſes 
me of ingratitude, levity, and I don't know ' 


what beſides; thinks, no o man more entitled 


to take care of my buſineſs, than himſelf; 


reflects on my dear father's memory for the 
ſame ungrateful conduct in the diſpoſition of 
his will, &c. His letter only confirms me in 
my determination to purſue my firſt deſign, 
which I ſhall do with firmneſs, avoiding, if 
poſſible, any quarrel with him; and as te 


the effects of my uncle Seymour, which ever 


way they are diſpoſed of, I ſhall make no 
further enquiry; Anthony does not ſeem to 
be ſo quietly diſpoſed, but I entreat him to 
be filent}- until he hears again from his 
brother. Adieu, my dear friend, my beſt 


reſpects to = 2 nag family. TOs 
: Tours ſincerely, 1 

| ” l Do EMILY MTN VIELE. 
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LADY WENTWORTH TO MRS. MENVILLE, - 
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RESENT my beſt love and warmeſt 
I congratulations, to Mrs. Colemore, and 
do you, my deareſt friend, accept the grate - 
ful thanks of Sir Charles and myſelf, for your 
attention to him. whilſt he was your happy 
companion; he writes himſelf to Mr. Cole- 
more; I rejoice in the happineſs of Doctor 
and Mrs. Ellis, with my whole heart. Sir 
Charles found, on his return! here, Mr. 
Sackville, Captain Harley and Mr. Clayton; 
a pretty quantity of beaus for one lady (my 
aunt 


199 
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aunt forming no pretenſions). yet would you 


believe it, ſo thoroughly are the days of | 


flirtation at an end, and the love of admira- 


tion ſubdued, that I flew to the arms of my 


ider of 


huſband with tranſport, and the remai 


the day had neither eyes nor ears for any ONE, 


but him. What folly in an old married wo- 
man! this morning I began to think how 


ridiculous J had behaved, : but mine is an in- 
corrigible heart, for whenever he appears, it 
flies to meet him, though I obſerve; more 


decorum than on his firſt appearance after 
eight days of abſence. Indeed there is noth- 


ing I think ſo diſguſting, as an apparent ſond- 


neſs; complaiſance, attention, and a deſire to 
pleaſe, may be expreſſed a thouſand ways, 


without drawing particular obſervation, and. I | 
am quite angry with myſelf, for being ſo un- 


guarded yeſterday, Your houſe is ready for 
your reception as ſoon as you pleaſe; little 
Emily aſks for her mamma daily, and I am 
obliged to court her very much, to conſider 


me in that light. We have had a letter from 


Lord Longfield, he returns in leſs than a 


„ month 1 
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month to England; he is; he ſays, ſo truly a 
Briton, as to find no happineſs out of his own 
country, and every obſervation he makes on 
the different governments, manners, cuſtoms, 


inhabitants, and even amuſements in other 
countries, confirms his prejudices; or rather 


his judgment, in favour of his own. is 
true, he adds; you meet with worthy perſons 
of every deſcription, abroad; your ideas are 
enlarged, you are more liberal in your ſenti- 
ments of men and manners, and were it only 
to draw a juſt comparative view, young men 


- of faſhioni ſhould viſit the continent, but not 
until chey are thoroughly acquainted with 
dhe government of Great-Britain, and have 
taken a tour through their own country. Sir 


Charles and Captain Harley are united i in 1 the 
ſame: en the former os" | 
2 . He had whos bluſked for his 3 
men, when occaſionally aſked for particulars 
relative to their own conſtitution in England, 
or deſcriptions of towns and their different 
manufactories, 5 intelligent curious people 
e abroad; 


[2 
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15 he has ſeen them unable to anſwer, 
and entirely uninformed in ſuch matters, as 
no Engliſhman, leaving his own country, to 
viſit others, ſhould be ignorant of: but the 
great folly is taking a young man from col- 
lege, and ſending him directly to travel, with- 
out being perfectly acquainted with the local 
advantages he derives from being born a 
Briton. Abroad, he imbibes falſe prejudices, 
erroneous principles, a contempt for his own 
country, and a fondneſs for the frivolities of 
others, without deriving any. benefit to his 
underſtanding,. or improvement in his man- 
ners. Too frequently the heart is corrupted, 
and he returns to injure the peace, or poiſon 
the minds of thoſe unhappily connected with 
dim. This is an evil,” added Sir Charles, 
ce that calls aloud for teformation) and thoſe 
| perſons who have the care of youth, ſhould 
pay more attention to the cultivation of their 
minds and morals, than merely ſtudying 
Greek and Latin, to make a few orations, 
which are, generally ſpeaking, argen as 
oon as they are pronouncect. | 
H . T 15 
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Thus much I remember of the converſa- 
do becauſe delivered by my huſband, and 
hke a good what I EREEY ſubſcribe to 
7 ee 12 10 
| 1 boſe a letter, which I think is from 
your worthy St. Bernard; you muſt have 
ſeen in the papers of laſt week, that the con- 
vent doors are opened for ſuch as chuſe to 
quit them; I hope this letter brings you 
intelligence of her deſign to quit France, and 
reſide with you. See in this wiſh, if I de- 
ſerve to be ſtyled a monopoliſer, when I am 
deſirous you ſhould have a companion of 
ſuch merit, as will affuredly leſſen my con- 
ſequence in your neighbourhood—qudge if 1 
do not prefer your happineſs to my own 
gratification; indeed I ſhould deſpiſe myſelf, 
if I could be fo ſelfiſh. Tell my dear Mrs. 
Colemore, when you name the day of your 
return; I will come two days previous to 
that, to viſit her, and conduct you back to 
Wentworth Park. At in this family preſent 
every 
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every good wiſh for the health of our friend, 
and the moſt affectionate and reſpectful re- 
membrances to the dear Mrs. Menville, who 
is in truth a monopoliſer of SET. one's affec- 
tions. 


. 
; - R £ 
Sincerely . your's, 
** 8 * x 1 ; * 2 $A + | 
CHARLOTTE WENTWORTH, 
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4 bt 77 411 
MRS. MENVILLE TO MRS. COLEMORE, 


HAT we quitted you with much re- 

gret, my dear Mrs. Colemore, I am 
n you muſt be ſenſible of, and it is a little 
hard upon ſincere and affectionate hearts, 
that there is a neceſſity for ſeparation; but 
what is the diſtance of ſeventy or eighty 
miles, to friends? it will only draw us the 
cloſer by and bye, for I ſhall expect you to 
ſtay with me a long time, when able to take a 
little journey, Mr. Colemore and your ſweet 


boy of the party, that there may be no draw- 
backs 
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backs upon our felicity, ſo that in reciprocal 
viſits, we may ſpend much of our time to- 
gether. On our arrival at the. park, we 
found only Sir Charles and Mr; Sackville, 
the gentlemen, with Mr. and Mrs: Moleſ- 
worth, were gone to town; the laſt men- 
tioned return in a; fortnight, the others, I 
ſoppoſe, will af to Sec and viſt vou. 
| LG 13! Elis 335 

On T veſlay I hs polleſon of my houſes 4 
within a month I expect the worthy. St. Ber- 
nard, and ſoon after I intend. to inoculate, my 
dear child what an undertaking, my heart 
ſinks at the idea, but it muſt be done. We 


expect Lord Longfield every day on a yilitz 


I hope it will be deferred till my removal. 


Mr. Sackville is exceedingly fond of Mrs. 
Neville, was there not ſo great a diſpropor- 
tion in ages, I am perſuaded he would make 
her an offer; he is really a worthy man, and 
doats on Sir Charles and his Indy, like a 
father. I have received a moſt obliging ae: 45 
ter from Lady Hartwill, which I have an- 
iwered, and requeſted ſhe and her ſiſter 
= 5 would 
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would honour me with their company, to 
ſpend ſome'time at my cottage ; ; Lady Went- 
worth and her ſteward have had it furniſhed 
exactly as I could with, elegantly, neat and 
taſteful, but not fine; I have regulated wy 
houſtiold ; Patty I ſhall keep for Emily; a 
very worthy perſon, who i is recommended as 
| houſe-keeper, and to attend me; a cook, 
houſe and laundry maid—a neat poſt-chaiſe, 
with a poſtillion, one footman and a garde- 
ner, compleats my eftabliſhment. - I look 
forward, my dear Mrs. Colemore, to tran- 
quillity, if the Almighty ſpares my child, 
and grants me life to ſee her ſettled, theſe 
are all the bleſſings J have to wiſh for on 
earth. '1 ſhall impatiently expect to ſee you; 
pray make my grateful compliments to Doc- 
tor and Mrs. Ellis, and love to Mrs. and 
_ 1 "ils your ſweet boy 'for 
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CAPTAIN HARLEY ro MRS, \MENYILLE, . 


JARDON, madam, a -prefinphtin 
which I painfully feel, and which, per- 
heyy may incur your diſpleaſure, the ſevereſt 
of all puniſhments. I have long repelled the 
ardent wiſhes of my heart; I have condemn- 
ed myſelf to filence, to abſence, that I might 
not wound your delicacy ; deign then to par- 
don an intruſion I can no longer repreſs; 
condeſcend, with your uſual goodneſs, to re- 
member a man, who in every different ſitua- 
tion you have known, has been devoted to 
H . you 


you alone; a man who feels himſelf unwor- 
thy of you, according to the ſordid maxims 
of the world, and how much more ſo in com- 
parative merit ; yet remember, ah ! remem- 
ber the time, the happy hour, when Mr. 
Oſwald permitted my. addrefles, and bid me 
look up to you with hope. Heavy has been 
my diſappointments, doubly ſo, becauſe you 
were not happy. You are now reſtored to 
your friends and the world; far be it from me 
to aſk more at preſent, than permiſſion to 
' accompany Sir Charles and Lady Went- 
worth, on their next viſit ; you will find me 
obedient to your commands, and not pre- 
ſuming on your condeſcenſion. Propitious 
be your ſllence, for J will not dare to. requeſt 
27 line, but entreat you madam to believe, 
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T Shall evermore Think: wylelk obliged by 
| the kind remembrance of my friends; to 
you I. haye articular obligations, for. the 
intereſt you have taken in al my con- 
cerns, There was a time (it would be an 
affectation, I. diſdain to deny it) when I con- 
ſidered Captain Harley in the deareſt and 
neareſt point of view, and 1 ſcruple not to 
confeſs, that i in contributing: to his happineſs, 

I ſhould 
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1 whould have found ny oi. You nadie the 
motives which prevailed on me to change 
my ſentiments, and I know 1 was juſtified in 
your unbiaſſed judgment. I muſt now, ſir, 
truſt again to your juſtice, even if againſt 
your own withes. I ſhall, with the ſincereſt 
pleaſure, receive you as a viſitor with our 
common friends; I ſhall be happy to ac- 
knowledge my obligations for an offer which 
might gratify the pride of any woman, and 
perhaps I am the only woman fo ſituated as 
to find it impoſſible to accept it; but it muſt 
be ſo. I never ſhall marry again, tis a fixed 
- reſolution; I have many ſtrong reaſons for 
my determination, and I flatter myſelf you 
are ſo well acquainted with my principles, 
that 'when 1 have told you I have made 
vp my mind, and devote my life to the 
care of my child vuly, and never will 
ſuffer amy other duty to interfere with that 1 
owe to ber; I truſt you will acquieſce with 
the propriety of my reſolution on this ſubject, 
and give up every idea which may militate 
_ it. Under that conviftion, and in 

the 


1 
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the company of my friends, I ſhall, with the 
higheſt pleaſure, receive Captain Harley; in 
any other light I admit no man. I have the 
honour to remain, Sir, „ 
Vour obliged, and ſincere 
humble fervant, 


1 


EMILY MENVILLE. 


= „ * 
\ 
nn 
LETTER 


— 


360 WOMAN AS SHE SHOULD BE. | 


-, 1 
k | p 
7, T V 
3 f 
" * 
4 * - 
; l 
7. — og ij 
' 8 
1 
© 3 q 7 
oF F % 1 


- 
* . 


. 


LETTER XXVII. 


MRS. MENVILLE TO MRS. COLEMORE. 


* 


A Thouſand thanks, my dear Mrs. Cole- 
more; - for the few lines you have 
kindly written, and for the good account you 
give me of yourſelf and child. I begin now - 
to 7afte of happineſs, when I can rejoice in 
the felicity of my friends; yet as there muſt 
ever be a drawback on human felicity, I re- 
ceived a letter yeſterday, which has given me 
great pain, from Captain Harley. Perhaps, 
as you are his confidante, you may be no 
ſtranger to its contents. I have been obliged 
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to give a negative to his wines : it has hurt 
me exceedingly, to conſider that I have 
given him pain; I have been unfortunately 
the cauſe of diſtreſs and uneaſineſs to thoſe 1 
moſt eſteem, not voluntarily indeed, yet ne- 
vertheleſs I conſider myſelf as the cauſe, aud 
greatly deplore the effect. I hope he will be 
reconciled to my determination; why will he 
not turn to Mrs. Neville, there is an affectio- 
nate heart open to receive him; then we 
might unite in friendſhip without any alloy; 
at preſent I am uneaſy and diſſatisfied; I am 
ſenſible of my obligations to Captain Harley, 
reſpect, I eſteem him, but no more. Let 
him entertain the ſame ſentimients for me, and 
he will reſtore my e and nne 150 
urin eonipleat, H niet n eds 
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This morning I Hadi A viſit fen Me. 
Martin, he congratulated me on my reco- 
vered, ten .. and ts n. * 
aa e er 14465 IRA 


1 
12 9 i eee 
. # X% N 2 l ua . 
; k + - 


il 
1 

0 

, * 

OS 

ll 

W 

bl * 

at 

" 

178 

4 - 

19 
| 
+ x 

| 4 

- E 
1 
1K 

4% 

17 ** 

1 

4 4 * 

| ' 
E. od 
l Fg. 
= CL 
<= i 

KF 

L * 

TT 
- A. 5 
19 
1 
4.4" 8 
. 
= 

I 
14:25 % 
” * 0 
N 
{FF 80 

a if 

U 

14 
rn 
br F214 

4 4 
* - o 

* 
„ 

* 7 1 7 
1 4 
4EE 

91 

* + 
„ 
. 

* 

«Pf Fa, 
© * Is 
F 7 5 2 

1 

7 

1 
75 L 

: 

mw 1 
= p br) 
4 

. 

+ of 
=» 1 
q \ 
$ = 

43! 

4 * | 
3; i; 
Ly * 
9 
1 F 
= 2 
1 { 
*KÞ 4 
iS 13 
3, 7 
43. & +554 

ay 2 

Li T; 

'S- 
. 9 
1 

4 

8 * 
14 
34 

z 43.1 

7 

J 

l 7.4 

\ #16 


i 
4 
i 
Ae 


CS r 
. N 


Ls, * 
2 Ws AS 

- — — Os — > 
„ "PE 


oe el dS oo . 


—_ = 
- — . he O22 rd oo pg ord gy RTE DOT 


Steer 7 — — — — 
— = I nn 1 * 8 
7. : © Sd LLC 8 , 


on principle, and never will be broken. It 


E Wenden was che mg Cds in 
* he was happy! to * 20 bloom re- 
ſtored. || 
dns my 5 | 

I thacked 4 eue for all his kin 
neſs to m. 101% 


* 


I do indeed deſerve ſome praiſe, ſaid 
he, © for being fo abſtracted, as to rejoice at 


an event, which throws me for ever at a diſ- 


ere e | webe ;1 know 


approved by Mrs. ernie N 2 i 


ce n Harley,” ny 8 %. 0 cer- 
eine a very amiable man, and I was once 


very near being connected with him for life; 
particular circumſtances intervened, and pre- 
vented it; ſince that time I have conſidered 


Captain Harley as a friend, as I do you Mr. 
Martin, (how his face was animated) but in 
no other point of view. I never ſhall know 
a ſecond marriage, it is a reſolution formed 


will 
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will give me pleaſure to ſee Captain Harley, ; 
Mr. Martin, Lord Longfield, with any of my 


friends, but in that light any. I will never 


receive lovers, nor will my doors be open a 
ſecond time to perſons of that deſcription, . 
however, I may be obliged to their prefer- 
able eſteem.” Martin's eyes * mw | 
led with POS 


ce J accept with Piece, 3 your 
permiſſion to wait on you with other friends; 
I will never infringe upon your laws, and 
however painful to my feelings, 1 condemn 
myſelf to 1 dende, on any dif- 
Py to your” 


" 1 am ch i to you, Mr. Mar- 
tin, and I repeat, that under ſuch reſtrictions, 
I ſhall be ever happy to ſee you, and remem- 
ber with pleaſure, how: much I am indebted 
to your kindneſs and friendly attentions.” 
Being alone, I did not aſk him to dine with 
me, but I told him, «© if he would do me a 

favour, he ſhould call on Lady Wentworth,” 


] wrote 


4a 


"=. + 
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I wrote a line by him, and I dare fay he wilt 


take his dinner there, for they wiſh to ſee 


him, and are much pleaſed with his beha- 
viour to me and mine. How much happier 
muſt that young man feel himſelf, treated 
with kindneſs and reſpe& by worthy charac- 
ters; purſuing rational pleaſures, unembit- 
tered by remorſe or painful ref ections; his 


fortune, his health unimpaired and his heart 


open to liberality and compaſſion, never fail- 


ing refources of pleaſure, where the power is 


equal to the will of doing good! ah! would 


to heaven our young men of quality would 


conſider what happineſs they might diffuſe 
among many unfortunate families, with the 
ſums they hourly diſſipate in extravagance 


and gambling ! what heart-felt pleaſure, what 


bleſſings from the widow and fatherleſs might 
they derive to themſelves, by beſtowing a 


ſmall Part of that money to their relief, 
Which is idly. ſquandered, or transferred by 


pambling, from one ſordid man to another, 
for I never can believe, but avarice is the 


nnn of deep play; and a n ta 


that 


eee 
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that deſtructive vice, deadens every feeling, 
deſtroys every virtue, and fits they mind for 
fo en, ee Or rag 43 7 18 TEPT15 
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frequent viſits to town; God forbid he ſhould 
aſſociate with the diſſipated and idle young 
men that ſwarm in London. I think to in- 
troduce him to the acquaintance of Martin; 
no man is better qualified to ſnew him the 
rocks on which he may ſplit, without care 
and reſolution, than he is; and J have the 
vanity to think, he will take pleaſure in being 
ſerviceable to my brother, on my account. 
Lord Longfield is at Wentworth Park I 
have juſt had a line from Lady Wentworth, 
requeſting I would dine with her to-morrow : 
I had rather have been excuſed, but to deny 
- would look Pint 1 muſt, nt 
coOmpyſe 4 ++ = Tor 14410 1 178 


I was e hab a moſt t joyful e circum- 
ſtance, the arrival of my dear madam. St. 
Bernard, a week ſooner than I dared hope 
„ . for, 
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for, but a reſpectable family, to whom ſhe 
was known, coming to England, ſhe gladly 
embraced me opportunity. I cannot expreſz 
to you how happy I was to ſee her; Emily 


knew her the moment ſhe ſpoke ;; ſhe look- 


ed at her ſtrangely at firſt, her dreſs being 


altered (though ſhe is in black) but the tone 


of her voice, when ſhe called her Ma chere, 
Emily, awakened her recollection; the dear 
child run to her. Mamma Bernard! eried 


ſhe, jumping to kiſs her; the good St. Ber- 


nard ſhed: tears, nor was J unaffected. I 
have ſent a letter to Lady Wentworth, hav- 
ing a very good apology to offer now, for 


not waiting on her to-morrow, and I-know 


ſhe will haſten here, being impatient to ſee 


my worthy nun : ſhe defires never to be 


ſeen, but by my very particular friends; nor 


will ſhe ever, ſhe ſays, exceed the limits of 


my garden, orchard, and field ; we have had 
a delightful walk there this morning; you 
will doat on her when you know her, ſhe is 
already prepared to love you. 
| « Nothing, 


1 4 | 
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ce, Nothing, my linens aid ſhe; i in 
ou walk, could have induced me to have 
quitted the convent, but the - friendſhip: you 
offered me; for although that ſituation was 
not my preferable | choice, yet 1 grew per- 
fectly reconciled to it, and had not the ſmall- 
eſt wiſh to return into the world; but your 
friendſhip, your ſociety. was a bleſſing I could 
not refuſe; I know you! will permit me to 
live to my on heart, and indulge me in the 
retirement proper for the ſituation I have 
lived in, and been devoted to; my religious 
principles ſhall be ſtrictly confined to my own 
boſom, my practice of them ſhall diſturb no 
one; your lovely child, I hope, vou will 
commit to my care; ſhe; will learn Engliſh 
and French together; I promiſe myſelf the 
greateſt happineſs in being 9 to ſu- 
e cher. education.“ 


1. 


ce « And, I, my. dear madam, accept with 
Gankfulnels your kind offer,” I replied, 

© on every occaſion” ſpeak. your viſhes, and 
they ſhall be fulfilled.” 


Fu 
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She embraced me with tears o gratitude; 
Call me your Louiſa, do not: call me 
Sr let me be your ſiſters; your friend Its 


To 
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der wie I ſhall begin to prepare Emily 
for inoculation ;: pray for my ſucceſs, my 
dear friend, and that I may preſerve my for- 
titude under a trial ſo ſevere. Phe dear 
Louiſa deſires I will preſent her beſt reſpects 
to my good friends at Sudbury Ah! here is 
Lady Wentworth's carriage. She has juſt 
left us, rather diſpleaſed at my refuſal to ac- 
company her, but I'khow fhe will ſoon for- 
give me. She was exceedingly rejoiced to 
ſee the fair! nun, whom ſhe was ſo much 
intereſted for, and kindly ſaid ſhe ſhould have 
an additional motive to” viſit me often, as 
ſhe could only hope to ſce her by coming to 
the grove. She did not mention Captain 
Harley, I therefore flatter myſelf he is con- 
tented with my letter, and will not renew the 
ſubject. Farewell, my dear Mrs. Cole- 
more, my ſincereſt love to all 7 good 
S friends 


| | | 
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friends at Sudbury ; remember, I expect you 
ſoon, and am your rruly affectionate and 


ä 


EMILY MENVILLE. 


This inſtant a letter from my brother, I 
expect him and his lady in three dayg—muſt 
they come ne ? 
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MRS, MENVILLE TO MRS. COLEMORE, 


OUR letter, my dear Mrs. Colemore, 
has hurt me exceedingly; to deſerve 


the eſteem of my friends has ever been the 


firſt wiſh of my heart, and now you upbraid 
me with © ingratitude, cruelty, and an undue 


pride; good God | what a charge, “ and 
does Doctor Ellis, does Mrs. Ellis, hold the 


ſame opinion?“ You call upon me warmly 
to explain my motives for- refuſing Captain 


Harley, you ſhall be obeyed my dear ſevere 


RE, and if you will judge me with your 
uſual 
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uſual candour, I hops ee, uncondemaed 


in ont n 


When n Harley firſt bed his ad- 
dreſſes to me, I was not nineteen; the par- 
tiality of my friends had taught me to be- 
lieve I was more than tolerably handſome z 
my underſtanding was not below the genera- 
lity of my ſex, I was naturally cheerful, and 
my temper not a bad one ; I, therefore, with- 
cout being accuſed of too much vanity, might | 
conceive it poſſible I ſhould be the object of 
his wiſhes, and that he believed I could make 
him happy. He had thoſe advantages to 
which I could form no objections; I eſteem- 
ed, I own I loved him, and hoped to have 
been united to a man fo truly amiable. - 
When Mr. Menville thought fit to diſtin- 
 guiſh me, and my father requeſted me to 

break with Captain Harley, you well know 
the regret and ſorrow which attended my 
obedience, but it was my duty to ſubmit z 
the powerful reaſons urged by my father and 
uncle, left me no alternative; it was to ſerve 
12 | my 


— 
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my- family, and obey a parent, Lifaenifioad 
my inclinations, and married Mr. Menville. 
When I became his wife, his attention to 
me and kindneſs to my. family, won my 
gratitude and affection. In a very ſhort 
time my inclinations accorded with my duty. 
I ſtrictly adhered to the vow I made at the 
altar; neither Captain Harley nor any other 
man, engroſſed my thoughts one moment. 
Lou know the infatuation which unhappily 
took place, I was neglected, inſulted: and de- 
ſpiſed, driven to a comparative poverty, and 
from the ſociety of my friends. I endeavour- 
ed to ſupport thoſe evils with reſignation: but 
my dear Mrs. Colemore, though affliction 
may not abſolutely ſubdue the mind, it makes 
great ravages in the perſon, and, eme 
hurt the temper. Though not yet twenty- 
three, ſorrow. has made me no longer young 
nor. handſome ; I can ſee great changes in 
my face, I can feel much difference in my 
temper; I am no longer the cheerful lively 
Emily Oſwald.— I am grave, though not 
melancholy. I have the moſt perfect eſteem 


for 
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for Capthi Harley, bur I am dead to love; 
| TI ſhould rejoice in his ' acquaintance as a 

| friend, but him, of all men, I ought never 
to marry; I was ſuſpected of an improper 
correſpondence with him; the woman who 
prejudiced my huſband} with ſuch ideas, 


ſcarcely ſtopped there, doubtleſs ſhe made 


the ſame obſervations to all her acquaintance, 
and J have incurred the moſt ſhocking ſuſ- 
picions; would you, my dear friend, have 
me juſtify thoſe ſuſpicions, by uniting myſelf 
to the object of them? I repeat, then, of all 
men, I ought never to marry Captain Harley, 
and if not him, I never will marry at all. Do. 
me juſtice, my dear Mrs. Colemore, I am 
neither capricious nor ungrateful, I feel my- 
ſelf indebted to Captain Harley, but with a 
faded perſon, an altered temper, I ſhould 
make him a poor return for his affection to 
me. There are many others would rejoice 
in being diſtinguiſhed by him; you know 
| thoſe perſons, direct his attentions, inform 
his judgment, and point out to him the road 
to happineſs, with an amiable woman that 

1 5 loves 


2 
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loves him. I ſhall be impatient” for your 
anſwer, do not let me langwſh, I hope you 
will pardon me for not gratifying your wiſhes, 
and believe that it is from principle, from 
conviction alone, Lact, and therefore am in- 
titled to candour and a fair judgment. I 
have conſulted my good Louiſa on the ſub- 
ject, ſhe eyades giving her opinion; could I 
have a doubt upon my mind, I would be 
guided by your's, but indeed, my dear Mrs. 
Colemore, I can love no more; I cannot 
marry Captain Harley to do him juſtice; my 
whole affections are beſtowed upon my child, 
I cannot divide them. Tell Doctor Ellis, 
tell your mother my real ſentiments ; I hope 
they will acquit me, or I ſhall be really 
unhappy. I hourly expect my brother and 
ſiſter, do not be long after them; my mind 
is diſturbed; how painful to a mind of ſen- 
ſibility, the idea of wounding the boſom of 
another. Adieu, my dear friend, let 'me 
ler from you ſpeedily. 
I 1 moſt n; your's, 
EMILY: MENVILLE. 


LETTER 


4 
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LETTER XXIX. 


© _ 


4 x 5 A 9 . 4 d hs. | : . wt 
LADY WENTWORTH TO MRS, MENVILLE«/. 


1 AM all aftoniſhraent.” 1s it poſſible Mrs. 
Menville can deſerve the epithets of faith- 
leſs and ungrateful ? Can that amiable friend, 
to whom I have ever looked up with reſpect 
and admiration, can ſhe be cruel and un- 
grateful ? Impoflible | I cannot, I will not 
believe it. Captain Harley is now in the 
houſe, the moſt unhappy of men. I have 
ſhewn your letter to him; I reprobate it 
entirely. Conſider what you owe to an af- 
fection like his. When you were abſolutely 
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engaged to him, with your father's per- 
miſſion and your own approbation, had he 


not a right to have inſiſted upon that en- 


gagement taking place: ? Yet to you, to 
your happineſs, to the apparent elegance of 


a brilliant proſpect, he gave up his prior 
right, his own hopes of happineſs for ever! 


Is there no gratitude, no affection due to a 
generoſity 1⁰ uncqualled ? Even now he 
ſubmits to your commands; though miſe- 
rable and ill, he gn himſelf to your | 


decrees. 


I intrude my wiſhes a ſecond time on Mrs. 
Menville. If I have no intereſt in her heart, 
God forbid: I ſhould ſeek to influence her 


mind, or work upon her compaſſion for a 


man ſhe no longer eſteems. I will quit 

England for ever, when I can bear tra- 

velling; at _ I am too much agi- 
tated. wb: 7 a 


Inderd 


| 


— 
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Hidted be is ill. How unfortunate that he 
ſhould have given his heart to the only 
woman on earth who could have rejected 
| him! How will that obdurate woman an- 
ſwer it to Captain Harley's friends for ma- 
king him miſerable, depriving them of his 
ſociety, and baniſhing him his country for 
ever? Sir Charles is grieved and mortified 
beyond expreſſion, Mr. Sackville — No, 
I will not tell you, cruel as you are, I will + 
not tell you what Mr. Sackville ſaid of you 
But go on; live for yourſelf only; perſevere 
in thoſe falſe delicacies which are to deſtroy 
the happineſs of your friends; leffen the im- 
menſe diſtance I have been accuſtomed to 
think there was between you and the reſt of 
your ſex; be no more than a common wo- 
man, fond of power, triumphing in the pangs 
of a worthy man, and gratified in purſuing 
taſtidious notions that are to make others 
unhappy ! | 


And is it to Mrs. Menville, to the deareſt 
friend of my heart, I preſume to write in 
15 ( 


_—_ 
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this ſtyle! Surely. it cannot be. Mrs. Men- 
ville was my monitreſs, my example through 
life. The miſtreſs of Grove-Houſe is no 
longer kind, no longer generous or grateful ; 
nor can I any longer eſteem a woman who 
is aſſiduous to drive from her feelings the 
moſt noble virtues ſhe formerly endeavoured 
to inculcate to athers, both by precept and 
example. 


I can write no more; my tears flow, my 
beſt hopes are diſappointed, and a worthy 
friend, an univerſal friend to mankind, ren- 
dered miſerable for life. 


CHARLOTTE WENTWORTH. 


LETTER 


. f 
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LETTER XXX. | 
© MRS. MENVILLE TO LADY WENTWORTH. | / 


OW fallacious is hope! T entered this 
retirement with at leaſt a proſpect of 
tranquillity and eaſe : I am now moſt wretch- 

ed. This'morning I inoculated my deareſt 
Emily. Judge what muſt be the feelings 
of a mother! The dear Louiſa had ſuc- 

ceeded in compoſing my mind by her ex- 

cellent admonitions, when your letter came 
to throw me back into vexation and ſorrow, 
Barbarous Lady Wentworth, have I indeed loſt 
your eſteem ? Is your friendſhip for Captain 
ES Harley 


Harley ſuperior to your love for me? Could 
you ſuppoſe I declined his generous offer 
from light or capricious motives? Do me 
more juſtice, my once-dear Charlotte. 


I éencloſe a copy of my letter to Mrs, 
Colemore; if that does not moderate your 
reſentment, and plead my cauſe ſucceſsfully, 
I am unhappy indeed. In a pleaſant re- 
tirement, in the boſom of my friends, I 
thought to have paſſed the remainder of my 
days in peace, to have devoted myſelf to the 
care of my child, if the Almighty is pleaſed 
to ſpare her to my prayers; and in the de- 
lights of friendſhip, to have recovered my 
loft peace. Why will not Captain Harley 


aud to thoſe pleaſures I promiſed myſelf? 


Why will he, by an undeſerved preference 
of me, neglect a tender, affectionate heart 
open to receive him? Indeed, indeed, my 
dear Lady Wentworth, Mrs. Menville is (till 
the ſame; not one principle of affection or 
gratitude is leſſened towards any of her 


| friends: ſhe is not cold or faſtidious; on the 
contrary, 


Pd 
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contrary, ſhe painfully feels for the diſap- 
pointments of others, and laments that ſhe 
is compelled to appear ungrateful, and revolt 
againſt the advice of thoſe, whoſe opinions in 
every other point would not admit of the 
leaſt heſitation on her part. 


> 


The diſtreſs of my mind obliges me to 
reſign my pen: you have wrung my heart 
with ſorrow. Too unkind friend, adieu. 


EMILY MENVILLE. 


un WOMAN AS SHE SHOULD" BE. 


LETTER XXXI. 
18 COLEMORE TO MRS, MENVILII. 


AM ſorry, my dear Mrs. Menville, that 
for the firſt time in my life 1 am diſ- 
Pleaſed with a letter of your's; yet know 
not what arguments to uſe that can induce 
you to reſign your own opinions to thoſe of 
your friends. If an unbounded affection, which 
has ſtood the teſt of time and ſituation ; if a 
mind poſſeſſed of every virtue, every ſen- 
timent of honour and generoſity ; if a prior 
6 never deſervedly forfeited, and 

A ed 
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a conſtancy almoſt. unequalled ; if to make 
the moſt amiable of men happy, to oblige, 
to gratify all your friends; if all theſe con- 
ſiderations fail to give weight to our wiſhes, 
and you will perſevere in your ſevere reſo- 
lutions, I have no more to ſay. I muſt love 
you; but I can no longer pride myſelf in 
being diſtinguiſhed by the moſt noble, the 
moſt generous of her ſex ; perhaps my ſelf- 
love may be gratified, that your ſuperiority 
is leſſened ; and that, though 7 may love, yet 

I cannot view you with that reſpect and ad- 
miration as when I thought you poſſeſſed of 
all the virtues. 


1am ſorry to tell you, neicher my father | 
or mother are convinced by your reaſoning ; 
« a faded perſon, an altered temper!” Fie 
upon you, my dear Mrs. Menville ; why not 
ſay, © I have a handſome jointure; I can 
live independent: Captain Harley has in- 
jured his fortune by acts of generoſity, by _ 
giving to the widow and fatherleſs; why then 
ſhould I marry a man whoſe fortune is un- 
= worthy 
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worthy of me Mtg he may be "generous" 
at my expence.” 8 


a 


5 Spiinson of your ſentiments would 
ſilence us at once; but the pretences you 

make, the reaſons you adduce, carry no con- 
viction with them. When ſorrow and af- 
fliction aſſailed you, how bright your ex- 

ample ; adverſity ſhewed you in the moſt 
ſhining point of view; we looked up to you 
with wonder and admiration. Ah! my dear 
friend, does proſperity harden the heart? 
Fou are rich and independent; are you no 
longer generous or compaſſionate ? Is not 
your heart, capacious enough to admit love 
for two objects? Have you not provided 
for your child? Can the moſt rigid, the moſt 
ſcrupulous delicacy require more ? You telt 
me © to point out an affectionate heart open 
to receive him,” You can dictate gene- 
roſity and gratitude to him, yet will practiſe 
neither yourſelf. How blind we are to our 
own foibles! But it is not neceſſary you 
— be zwice a victim to gratitude ; ; if 
your 


4 
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your heart feels nothing in favour of Captain 'S; 


Harley, I have done for ever; but do not 
be too peremptory in your deciſion ; think, 
reflect, and let your uſual goodneſs and ge- 
neroſity determine. My father writes you 
a few lines: do juſtice to his ſentiments, 
which are dictated by a fatherly regard.— 
Our affectionate compliments to your ami- 
able gueſt,—I am, arid ever muſt be, 


Tour ſincere, 


And obliged, 


k. M. COLEMORE. © 


My father has this inſtant received another 
letter from your brother Harry, which I en- 
eloſe.— Pray remember me to Mr. and Mrs. 
Oſwald. | 


LETTER 


4 
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LETTER XXXIL 
Uns. MENVILLE ro uns. COLEMORY. 


ä My dear Mrs. Cole more, 
KA brocher and ſiſter are now with 
| me; they urge, they entreat me to 
fee Captain Harley: how eafy to comply 
with their - wiſhes, if to receive him as 2 
friend was all that they require. Lady Went- 
worth is unjuſt ; ſhe has given me up; I 
have neither ſeen nor heard from her theſe 
three days. You, perhaps, have followed 
her example. I have no friends then left; 
Captain Harley has the happineſs of having 
| many ; 


As SHE SHOULD BE.” rty 
many; in intereſt is dearer to them than 
mine. I am very . 1 0 


Your ins n e to 
me, with Dr. Ellis's and my brother Har- 
ry's: I ſhall ſpeak of that by and bye. Your 
ſeverity has almoſt broken my heart. Can 
you believe me a baſe, ungrateful, merce- 
nary creature? Can you ſuppoſe fortune had 
any ſhare in my conduct or reſolution? 
Good God! what an expreſſion; “ he has 
injured bis fortune by generoſity to the wi- 
dow and fatherleſs; perhaps he may be ge- 
nerous at my expence alſo.” Can you, do 
you think ſo meanly of me? O! no! it is 
impoſſible. You muſt know that I admire 
him, I reſpe& him for his beneficence ; and 
that Captain Harley, without one ſhilling, 
would be more reſpectable in my eyes than 


thoſe that have millions, if not bleſt with ig 


goodneſs of heart! It is not bis want of 
merit, it is a confciouſneſs of my own de- 
ficiencies to make him happy. I am not 
what I have been; he ſees not, he knows 

| not 
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not the alterations in my perſon ; he knows 
not, perhaps, that IJ have had a ſuſpected 
reputation, and that marrying him would too 
probably cbnfirm thoſe ſuſpicions. Could 
he bear ſuch degrading conjectures? Should 
not 7 feel humbled by every ſcrutinizing eye, 
and ſuſpe& every malicious glance was le- 
velled at me? I ficken at the idea. But 
Iwill conſider, I will examine my heart, as 
your good father requires; and if I can do 
juſtice to Captain Harley's merits But 
let me not be hurried.—I know not _ 
can or ought to do. * ä 


My brother Harty. is e to Miß 
Morriſon much ſooner than he could have 
hoped for. He is happy beyond expreſſion; 
and next year they propoſe to viſit England. 
He has heard of his father's death, but every 
thing reſpecting my affairs he is ignorant of. 
I hope you will foon ſee the letter here, 
unleſs-I am to be entirely given up by every 
One. 3 


+ os 
* 
Sir 
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| Sir Charles Wentworth has this inſtant 
left me: he has probed' me to the heart. 


Captain Harley is really very ill; yet he is 


ſilent, he complains not, and ſubmits without 
murmur or expoſtulation to my requeſt.— 


O! my dear Mrs. Colemore, this filent re- 


ſignation ſubdues me; my heart is not ſtub- 
born nor refractory. I will write to him; 
be ſhall decide for me. 


My Emily, my dar child, has taken the 


infection ; ſhe is very poorly. The medical 
gentleman who attends her thinks the di- 
forder will appear this night or to-morrow. 


Judge of my anxiety : every thing mult be 
ſuſpended now. Pray for me, my dear Mrs. 


9 I can write no re. | 


And obliged a 


EMILY MENVILLE, 


LETTER 


> 
1 1 
1 
1* 
5 ' 
« * 
= 
7 
«+ 
* it 
Ni 
% 
T \ 
* 
4 1 
Co 
t + 4 
/ 
II 
c 
90 
Li 
+, 
[1 71 
[1 
f 
} 
7 
* 
4, 
Tn 146 
* 
y 
5 . 
. N 
” N 27 
1 
= 0 


#4 
: i 


62% 
4% 


— 
— 


* 

x t Er $7 rk 4 * SATA 
— PP lo eh te ern,” wet TO WR 

— 4 » n 

* E ; % — — — * 2 . 

— — me e wr en 

2 1 LED . * 1 ne — — * 

2 2 f bi 


* Fd 


— 


„ WOMAN As SHE SHOULD' BE. 


+ # | 


ATTTERR XXXH1, 
MRS. MENVILLE TO MRS. COLEMORE, 


. Y dear Mrs. Colemore, what have I 
11 not ſuffered for this week paſt! O! 
let me adore the mercy of God, that has 
granted my child to the prayers of a parent; 
and next gratefully expreſs my obligations to 
the gentlemenof the faculty who have attended 
her. My poor Emily has been on the verge 
of the grave. The night I wrote you laſt 
ſhe was ſeized with convulſions. The apo- 
' thecary called in a phyſician, a friend of his: 
their attention and kindneſs I ſhall never 

A forget: 


[if 
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forget: they preſerved ber life, they ſaved 
mine; and I have gained two worthy and 
amiable friends, whoſe characters, diſpoſi ; 
tions, and good ſenſe, render them truly re- 


ſpectable, independent of their medical abi- 


lities. The dear creature is now out of all 


danger; the diſorder has turned favourably * 
though very full, it is an excellent ſort, and 


ſhe will not, I dare ſay, be marked at all. 


Congratulate me, my good friend, on an 
event ſo eſſential to my being. Lady Went- 
worth forgot her diſpleaſure: ſhe flew to me 
in * diſtreſs, and ſtaid up two nights with 
Her tenderneſs on this occaſion has 
Mk: me it is my happineſs ſhe ſeeks 
in all her wiſhes. I cannot be ungrateful to 
her, to you, and all my friends. No; I will 
this day write Captain Harley; if he ſtill 
perſiſts, aſter he has ſeen me, in requeſting 
my hand, I will not refule—at a proper time. 


— 


The dear, the good Louiſa, was not in 


bed for five nights. How kind, is her 
5 every 
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every action; 1 really poſſeſs a treaſure in 
her friendſhip. Ungrateful as we are, we 


often repine at events beſt calculated for our 
happineſs. Had I not reſided in the convent 


at Abbeville, I ſhould never have known 
this moſt amiable woman. 


L eneloſe a copy of my letter to Captain 
Harley; my brother and ſiſter are pleaſed 
with it: they have ſuffered great anxiety 
from their viſit to me ; I hope, therefore, I 
ſhall detain them longer than they firſt in- 
tended, eſpecially as Mrs. Ofwald is ex- 


ceſſively fond of Madame Louiſa, Their 


mutual partiality Is you natural, wot coun - 


1 1 e 


I have an anfwer from C aptain Harley: 
he comes in a ſhort time with my friends. 
I ſhall not cloſe this letter until he has been 
here. The interview to me will be a pain- 
ful one, but I cannot recede. 


MRS. 


Fil 


' MRS, MENVILLE TO CAPTAIN | HARLEY. 
exckroszp.) 
FE W things could give me pain equal 


to the knowledge that you are unhappy, 


and that I am the cauſe. I wrote you, 


I wrote my good friends, ſuch reaſons - 
for declining the honour. of your addreſ- 
ſes, as I hoped would ſatisfy every one. 
To your candour, Sir, I am obliged; but 
my friends are diſpleaſed with me; I will 
not ſay they have your intereſt more at heart 
than mine, becauſe I cannot be convinced an 


union with me can be productive of real 
good to you; but you ſhall judge for your- 
ſelf, I will no longer reſiſt the wiſhes, I 


may ſay commands, of thoſe ſo truly dear and 


reſpectable to me: if you can accord with 


my ſentiments ;. if you can bring yourſelf to 
view me in the light of a friend, I frankly 


own, it would be moſt defirable to me; for 
I affure you, both my perſon and diſpoſition 
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are 3 for the worſe ; "a —_ 
there are very many amiable women, one in 


particular, not unknown to you, more calcu- 
lated to make you happy than I can mow. 
. Conſider the malignant cenſures of tae world; 
'confider that a wife bf ſuſpected reputation 
muſt be ſunk in the; eſteem of that world, 


whatever, juſtice. her friends may be inclined 
to do her; recolle& it is not now Emily 
Ofwald, whoſe hand you wiſh for, but the 
degraded wife of Mr. Menville; neither 


young nor handſome, a widow, with a child, 
HO will ever engroſs the chief part of her 
affections. Weigh all theſe conſiderations 


well before you ſee me, and then you ſhall 
ckeice for me. 


k have che honour to remain, 


Sir, 


| Your obliged, | 


TO And obedient ſervant, 


EMILY MENVILLE. 
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cr i To M88, MENVILLS. | 


DEIGN, Madam, to > Sccegg cop 21 | 
acknowledgments for your condeſcenſion.and 
invaluable letter. I embrace with.. tranſport 
the permiſſion. you. have given me to. wait = 
on you; and I flatter myſelf I ſhall prove 
to you that it is the mind, the virtues, the 
unequalled delicacy, and propriety of man- 

ners Mrs. Menville has ever poſſeſſed, that 
has claimed my adoration If I loved the 
beautiful Miſs Oſwald, I admire, I adore the 
charming Mrs. Menville beyond all power 
of expreſſion. Sir Charles forbids me to - 
fay more. I ſhall ſoon be well; your letter 
laid on my beunt will RET * Pg 75 
and happineds, | | 


A have the * r eue 
Dear Madam, 


Lour obliged and avi 


FREDERIC . HARLEY. | 


K2 I thought 


v6 WOMAN AS SHE SHOULD' BE.” 
I thought to have given you an account 


of my interview with Captain; Harley, but 
am ſorry to ſay he is not in a ſituation to 
quit his room yet; J did think my friends 


exaggerated his illneſs; I find the contrary, 
and am greatly concerned. I hope, how- 
dee ha __ 1 vill reſtore _ fog By 


L 1 11 


if have written a 5 lines to your worthy 


Ry I cannot ſupport his "diſpleaſure ; 


and ce 8 if you pleaſe) but I muſt own 


his letter has had more weight with me than 


8 EY * ' . 7 7 0 | | * — | 4 
. q * 1 FR i a a : þ * 
any thing elſe that has been offered on the 
. * 1 . 2 TOP 
* A N N . - 4 28; = © 3 - a rn 0 
K-45; + * SIS 3 E834 $S $032 +%=7 ; 44 BY © 
10 i ; 

* % — 
1 ; 3 as ; 


. a W 
| ) ESD, 1465 | VO HUITIREZS vo 
My dear, friend, oblige; me with your 
company and Mr. Colemore's; my brother 


and ſiſter earneſtly requeſt it: do not deny 


us, but anſwer this letter in perſon.—My 


beſt compliments to all your amiable com- 


. and believe me ever, 
Toe affeRtionate and obliged, 


EMILY MENVILLE. 


LETTER 
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MRS. COLEMORE TO MRS. ELLIS, 


bY Phy 


* , * A 1 
. 
1 7 


Y deareſt mother, we got ſafe; and 
; 1 in very good time laſt night to Grove 
Houſe, and were received with tranſport by 

our dear friends. Mrs. Menville looks ill 
from her anxiety and fatigue, but her ſpirits 

are better than I have ſeen them theſe two 


years; and 1 doubt not but her looks will 


ſoon. improve when her mind is at eaſe. 
The ſweet Emily is a lovely child; her per- 
ſon not the leaſt injured by her late diſorder. 
Madame Louiſa is very amiable and en- 
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gaging: ſhe has a ad perfect a for 
Mrs. Menville; who indeed, that knows her, 
bur aac have the ſame. 


G aptain Harley — not yet made his ap- 
pearance here: joy being almoſt as fatal as 
grief, brought on a return of his fever, and 
for two days he was extremely ill. He is 
e to- -morrow "Wis the Wentworths. | 


* 


This FIR realy a Paradiſe 5.che ſitua- 
tion beautifully romantic. I. am not ſur- 
priſed Mrs. Menville is attached to it. Mrs. 

Oſwald is very” fond of her Hiſter; but more 
br ainiable num; and 8 font 

en kalle rng — er ena * 


aſh could not and time, my dear Madam, 
to reſume my pen until this evening.” Onr 
atniable friends have juſt left us, and carried 
off Mr. Colemore for a day or two. Sir 
Charles, Lady Wentworth, and Captain Har- 
ley came evra in the wk 3 Mr. Backevine! is 
* wean. 


— — — 
* a 


"i 


—— —ä— — — — — — FE 
bu | * a 
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As they drove up the avenue Mrs. Men+ 


ville was in tremors : I was apprehenſive ſhe 


would faint; but ſhe tried to exert herſelf. 
When they entered the drawing-room, Sir 
Charles led Captain Harley to her, whilſt 


| bowed, kiſſed her hand, but ſpoke not: the 
courteſied, and uttered a few words, not to 
be underſtood ; but trembled ſo violemj, 


that her Ladyſhip ran to her relief, and con- 


gratulated her on Emily's perfect recovery. ' 


This gave a new turn to her thoughts, and 
ſhe recovered her ſpirits. Harley over- 
whelmed the amiable Louiſa with compli- 
ments and thanks for her attention © dur 
friend. She, I ſaw, was exceedingly: 
with his perſon and addreſs. Indeed, 1 never 


ſaw him look more engagingly e 
. e weak and nn, 


After anne we a away into the - 


garden and orchard, and purpoſely contrived. 
the charming couple ſhould have a tete a tete. 


I believe he pleaded his own cauſe pretty 


K 4 well, 


_ © WOMAN As SHE SHOULD/BE. U 


: — 
1 
. vat THF ae a tra aa rc 3 PTL 


4A * W 4 
wr outings wont c  Pont 


IC 


200 WOMAN AS: SHE SHOULD BE. 


well, for when we met and returned to tea, 
I ſaw, by the animation of his countenance, 
he was highly delighted; and Mrs. Menville 
looked conſcious, but not unbappy. Before 
they left us, Harley contrived to whiſper in 
my ear, My dear Mrs. Colemore, I have 
leave zo hope; and that from your divine 
friend, is * nennen 1 
| 5 r 
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y runde NOR nee gene, 1 8 her 
hw the firſt interview, which ſhe ſo much 
homage Oy n | 


Ba * Ye indeed,” *: fad "RE 4 Soak elf 
Vghtened of very painful apprehenſions.— 
Poor Harley is but a ſhadow of himſelf; 
his fragile form and trembling emotions 
ſpoke more than volumes to my heart; that 
heart,” added ſhe, faintly, © is a traitor after 
all; for it beat with too much violence at 
fight of its old maſter, and convinced me, 
though we may ſuppreſs a flame, we cannot 
_ ſubdue wo” 7 


cc 18 


+." 1 thitns flatter myſelf; ” ſaid 1, (ung, 
« ] ſhall ſee you both a #þ-54 


0 I. wiſh 1 may, replied the, ſeriouſly. 
« 1 have acceded to his and my friends“ 


wiſhes, but I cannot ſay I am perfectly ſa- 


tisfied with myſelf, and that I think a bad 
ſign, for I have hicherto lived free nog elk. 


e x 721. A | | 1 4 


63 F i Os! calle Be my hin Mrs. 
Menville ; and that is no virtue at all.— 
However, make yourſelf eaſy, under the cer- 
| als of an en all run room 


, Do not, my Fug Liter,” gad Mrs. 
Oſwald, taking her hand, do not judge 
me with ſeverity ;- every word you utter ex- 
preſſive of your diſapprobation of ſecond 
n a ſever ſatire _ mes? 5% 


ce 1 beg your pardon, my deareſt ſiſter, 


but there is not the leaſt ſimilarity between 


your ſituation and mine ; and therefore you 
* 1 | cannot 
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he cannot expect to keep him much with 


may congratulate ourſelves that things are in 
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cannot be oe: any: reflection 1 
make.“ | * * s 4 32 * 4 


Indeed, lifter,” id Mr. Oſwald, 1 

ſee not any reflections n „but what 

makes in Mr. Hartey's fauvour; 0 he has 
ed wiſhes for * ger F ke 


_ 
Sei Ys 


He ow Seed his jnteatioa ds Eden. 5; 
ing a week in town. His lady looked dif- 


appointed, hut prudently” was ſilent. I fear 


run them very ſoon into ruinous expences ; 
the muſt therefore ſubmit to little I 
with the belt grace ſhe can. | 


I rower Baraka — 


a fair train for the happineſs of our friends. 


Mrs. Menville has juſt teft-me. I read 


% des when 1 had rien. Sbe was Biett 


lor ſome time: at length, looking earneſtiy 


at 
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at me, Lou ſeem entirely to have for- 
gotten the poor Mrs. Neville. What will 
ſhe think when ſhe hears I have permitted 
Captain Harley's viſits? Ah ! Mrs. Coles 
more, I can never enjoy - bliſs at the ex- 
pence of another's feelings. . 

] am perſuaded,” replied I, © that ſhe 
has greatly ſubdued her attachment; for, 
from the moment you became a widow, ſhe 


looked forward to your union with Captain 


Harley ; and I own, fince ſhe came to Sud- 
bury, I have always encouraged the idea out 
of kindneſs to her. I am ſure, therefore, 


the will neither be ſurpriſed nor much af- 


tected at having thoſe ideas confirmed.” 


She ſhook her head; and requeſting hey 
beſt love to you and all her friends, left 
Fear not, my dear Madam, but 


me. 
ſhe will ſoon get over all her delicate ob- 
lections. 
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My little George thrives exceedingly; he 
and Emily are mighty good friends in the 
nurſery. My love and reſpedt ful duty to 
my father and friends; and I am ever, 


Deareſt Madam, 
VVAnd affeftionate daughter, 


* 


E. M. COLEMORE. 
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LETTER XXXVIL 
MRS. coLEMORE TO MRS. ELBIS, _ 


A 


| Ann Madan, 


A C EPT my grateful. thanks for'y your 


kind letter, it has had great effect on 
Mrs. Menville; my father's and your ap- 


probation of her compliance with all our 


wiſhes, has given her much pleaſure. Alſo 
Mrs. Neville's, behaviour, and ſubſequent 
addreſs to you, reconciles her to think of her 
union WR Mr. Harley with much leſs re- 

luctance, ; 


. er 
Age . SLRS. K 
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luctance; ſhe owns he is the only man on 
earth ſhe could or would marry. I am 
glad to hear, Mr. Martin is going abroad, 
there will be no impropriety certainly in his 
coming here to take leave of us, pray tell 
him we ſhall all be glad to ſee him. Mr. 
Oſwald is in town, Sir Charles and Captain 
Harley are here every morning, and we meet 
every other day with Lady Wentworth, at 
our own houſe or her's. Mr. Sackville is 
returned, and out of his wits with joy, at 
the happy change of affairs here; he pro- 
miſes to accompany us back to Sudbury to 
| ſee you, and viſit Mrs. Neville. We have 
at length prevailed on Mrs. Menville to pro- 
miſe, that ſixteen months from Mr. Men- 
ville's death, ſhe will give her hand to the 
happy Harley, conditionally, that he reſides 
at Grove-Houſe ; you may believe there 
was no difficulty in obtaining that requeſt, or 
indeed any other, the choſe to make. She 
faid yefterday, I ſhall bluſh to fee Mr. Mar- 
tin, he will have reaſon to doubt the 1 r 
of womens reſolutions. | | 


« Oh! 


WOMAN AS SHE SHOULD BE. oy”. 
„Oh! as to that matter,” replied I, 
you may depend upon having your credit 
faved ; I ſhall inform him how very obſtinate 
you have been, and what a difficult taſ your 
friends have had to compel you to be hap- 
 - aps . . 1 


Within another fortnight, my dear madam, 
we ſhall pay our reſpects to you and my 
father; Mrs. Ofwald will ſtay ſome time 
longer, as Lady Hartwill and her ſiſter are 
W in about Gree weeks. | | 
We have been ey undd this ak, 

by a letter from Mr. Oſwald to his wife; he 

propoſes going abroad with Martin, for fix or 

eight months; Mrs. Ofwald burſt inte tears ; 
her ſiſter requeſted ſhe' would ſtay with her, 

and aſſured her Mr. Martin was a young 

man of ſuch good principles, that the had 
nothing to fear from. a connection between 
them, and as by that time her brother would 
be of age, they might ſettle ITY in 
their own houſe 


— 


« I fear 


FITS 
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ce J fear,” - replied - Mrs. Oſwald, © you 
muſt think very lightly of me, for marrying 
a man ſo much Kart than; myſelf, and on 
fo ſhort an acquaintance; I never indeed con- 
| ſidered the impropriety! WY it in ſo ſtrong a 
light, as ſince I have had the honour to know | 
you ladies; but I had been ſacrificed by my 
parents, at a very early age, to a man old 
enough to be my grand - father; and after his 
death I was in a manner beſieged by his re- 
lations, and therefore was anxious to eſcape 
out of their hands: Mr. Oſwald's perſon and 
manners pleaſed me; I ſaw he would ſoon 
be ruined by the company he was connected 
with, and having, by means of a friend, gain- 
ed a knowledge ot his circumſtances and fa- 
mily, I own I encouraged, rather than depreſ- 
ſed, his attentions to me. I hope, my dear 
ladies, if you think me reprehenſible for 
marrying, you will have no cauſe to reproach 
me for my ſubſequent conduct, which ſhall 
be ſtrictly conformable to Engliſn manners, 
and your examples ſhall be the e 1 ol 


| imitation * life.“ 6 150 2191 
is 1 We 
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We were exceedingly pleaſed with- this 

little account Mrs. Oſwald gave of herſelf, 

and warmly. affured her of our eſteem and 

triendſhip I muſt break off, our beaus a are 
below. 15 1 


- Os my entrance into he drawing room, 1 
Fave a ſtranger, a very elegant man, whom 
Captain Harley preſented to me as Lord 
Trueby ; I was furpriſed, though much 
pleaſed at ſeeing him. The death of an 
uncle, and an acceſſion to a large eſtate, 
has brought him to England, which he de- 
ſigns to quit again very ſoon. By accident 
he fell into company with Mr. Oſwald in 
town, and a gentleman preſent aſked the 
former, if Captain Harley was down at Sir 
Charles Wentworth's ; on being anſwered in 
the affirmative, Lord Trueby enquired if 
Captain Harley was lately come from abroad, 
and gaining the information he wiſhed for, 
he ſet off yeſterday morning for Wentworth 
Park, and was detained by its hoſpitable 
owners, and introduced to us. this morning. 
| His 


. their eſcort to dine at the Park. No temp- 


— 


— 


y 
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His Lordſhip is a moſt agreeable man, but 
there is an air of melancholy viſible in his 
deportment, which to us who knew his ſtory, 
intereſts one in his favour.” Learning that 
Mr. Oſwald and Martin were going to the 
continent, he Le offered himſelf as a 
companion, if acceptable +6 chem, nch 
we ladies took upon ourſelves to anſwer 
would be highly fo: and indeed I think his 
company will be a defirable” acquiſition to 
them in every reſpect. He appeared pro- 
digiouſly ftruck with Mrs. Menville, and 
congratulated Harley in my pre on han 
en n 


Am now dreſs; r- we e 8 55 


tations, no arguments can induce Madame 
Louifa to 8⁰ n che environs of this 
OE: 


e No,” faid- the to me, yeſterday, «no 
madam, J never can; T- remember the ſo- 


jemn vow I made, of * the world; = 
os | , in 
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in a ſelect ſociety, fuch as viſit the charming 
miſtreſs of Grove-Houſe, I conceive I vio- 
late no yow, but theſe walls muſt be my 
boundary, nor will I ever ſee compaty be- 
vond diem.“ 


1 own x Wie the propriety of her reſb- 
lution ; adieu, my dear madam, for the 


preſent. 


„ * _—_— d 4 o * 8 
. xj xt : 
” # F t - a + «as * ” * * 
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Mee returned from the Park too late laſt 
night, for me to reſume my pen ; we ſpent a 
moſt agreeable day, and had the addition of 
Lord Eongfield's company. He had gene- 
roſity enough to congratulate Harley, and 
has too much good ſenſe, I dare ſay, to give 
way to ſorrow, as he never had any hopes of 
ſucceſs himſelf. As to Harley, you never 
ſaw ſuch an alteration, he ſeems elevated be- 
yond himſelf, yet his behaviour to Mrs. 
Menville is ſo diſtantly reſpe&ful, it is his 
eyes only that betray the ſecrets of his 
heart. I have this moment your ſecond 
letter; my dear mother, and am delighted 
with 


* 
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with its contents ; Colonel Huntley has of- 
fered himſelf to Mrs. Neville, and ſhe has 
not poſt veer refuſed him ; ſhe behaves pro- 
perly; he is a worthy man, ſhe will haye a 
protector for her children, and o hope, in i 
due time, will accept of him; this will give 
great pleaſure, 1 am ſure, to my friend; I 
_haſten to communicate the news. 


F am, ever, dear madam, your 1 70 
oblige, E ateful and na 


( 


197 E. . COLEMORE. 


n ert arti n 


— 


ne $.* SE. & Wb, - | 1 £5 $ v . 2 
WOMAN As SHE SHOULD BE. 41 


x +4 


; : L ' ' 
f | 
2 7 
' £ - - * * ＋ S . 
4 . * 1 " , h * + 4 p 3 
3 : "I 4 5 44 . 4 3 
. N ; 1 1 £ 133 3 
. , . . 
6 65 
A Fl ”" y x 
_— 7 . * * * 4 2 . ' „ 


MRS. MENVILLE TO MISS NEVILLE. 


Thank you, my beloved Miß Neville, 
A for your obliging letter and congratula-. 
tions. The perſuaſions of my friends, and the 
grateful affection I owe to Captain Harley, 
have induced me to recede from a reſolution 1 
had formed, never to give my hand a ſecond 
time; having ſecured my dear Emily's for- 
tune in ſuch good hands, I have nothing to 
reproach myfelf with on her account, yet at 
times 1 am not fatisfied, for I ever had a 

great 
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great averſion to ſecond marriages, but I am 
told there are circumſtances which render 
them not only excuſable, but meritorioug— 
perhaps ve are eaſily perſuaded, when rea- 
ſon appears to ſecond the feelings of grati- 
tude and eſteem. I rejoice to hear of the 
eligible offer Mrs. Neville has received, and 
if her heart accords with Colonel Huntley's 
wiſhes, 1 ſhall be very happy to congratulate 
her. I am now, my dear Miſs Neville, in 
the boſom of my friends; happy in the ſo- 
ciety of thoſe I love, and though I look back 
ſometimes on the days of ſorrow I have paſt, 
yet the retroſpection affords ſome uſeful leſ- 
ſens, which. may influence my conduct for 
the remainder of my days. There are few 
things to be more guarded againſt, than im- 
proper female companions; an unprincipled 
woman may do a world of miſchief, and 
poſſibly, if I had been candid enough to have 
owned my diſlike of Miſs. Shepherd when 1 
firſt married, none of my fubſequent misfor- 
tunes might ever have happened. There 
ought not to be the leaſt reſerve or want of 
3 _ confidence 
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miſchief and anguiſh. I now look forward to 
that peace and tranquillity, which has ever 
been my chief wiſh to procute ; the tumul- 
tuous pleaſures of the gay world had never 


any charms for me; I can partake of amuſe- 


ments, without being diſtracted after them; 
I love ſociety, but not a crowd of perſons I 


neither know nor care for; I like neatneſs and 
elegance of dreſs, but 'I hate finery; in 


ſhort, as Lady Grace Wb | 


ce 1 would. never be dreſt out of the 
faſhion, though never the firſt in it; 


And I have no objection to enjoy every 
pleaſure of life among my friends, <« ſoberly.” 
Happily ſituated as I am among thoſe I love, 


poſſeſſed of a competency to the extent of 
my wiſhes, and bleſt with the approbation of 
thoſe whoſe good opinions ſtamp me into 


conſequence z I have only to be grateful for 


the bleſſings I enjoy, and deſerve a continy- 


ance. 


confidence between man and wife; ſecrets © 
on either fide are ſure to be productive of 
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ance of them, by diſpenſing to the worthy 
and unfortunate a ſhare of that property 
which is more than ſufficient for all my wants, 
and can only afford me real happineſs, when 


I reflect that Providence has given me both 


the will and the power to be ſerviceable to 


others, not equally fortunate with myſelf. 
M.isfortunes and diſappointments in our beſt 
wiſhes, my dear Miſs Neville, though pain- 
ful, are yet neceſſary monitors ſometimes ; 


they teach us to look within ourſelves for the 


origin of them; they ſubdue unjuſtifiable 


pride, and deſtroy that vanity and preſump- 
tion we females are but too apt to indulge; 


I ſpeak from experience, ſince I muſt con- 


fels, if I have acquired patience under ſuffer- 
ings, wiſdom and ſelknowledge from ad- 
verſity, and an enlarged heart from dif- 
ficult ſituations, I ought to bleſs the hand 
of Providence for giving me thoſe whole- 


ſome leſſons, which alone can render my 
future life happy. Permit me to flatter 
myſelf, that if your amiable ſiſter accepts, as 


I hope ſhe will, the hand of Colonel Hunt- 
. . 


1 | 
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ley, you will, at leaſt, divide your time be- 


tween us; to draw a charming friendly ſo- 
ciety about me, is my principal wiſh, and 


from domeſtic pleaſures I hope to derive my 
furure happineſs. Mrs. Colemore will very 


ſhortly be with you, let me not envy her, but 


foon aſſure me in perſon that I poſſeſs your 
eſteem and friendſhip. My affectionate com- 


pliments to Mrs. Neville, and believe me 
ever, my dear Miſs Neville, 


Vour ſincere and obliged friend, 


EMILY MENVILLE, 


Sw 4 


— 
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LETTER | KK. 


> 


(MRS, COLEMORE: TO; MRS. ELLIS. 


'F TT EET ITS - 1177 


ESTERDAY, my dear ne, we 
had a viſit from Mr. Martin, in con- 
ſequence of our letters to him and Mr. Oſ- 
wald; they have ſeen Lord Longfield, and 
ſettled every thing relative to their intended 
tour, which takes place within a fortnight; 
Mr. Oſwald returns here tò-morrow; Mar- 
| tin behaved extremely well; I had half an 
| hour's converſation with him before Mrs. 
a Menville appeared ; as * always ſuppoſed 
Mr 4 e 
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we ſhould ſucceed in our wiſhes) he neither 
looked grieved nor diſappointed, but ſaid Mr. 
Oſwald muſt be a comforter to Lord Long- 
field and myſelf, for I know his affection is 
little leſs than mine, but we both unite in our 
ardent wiſhes for the happineſs of Mrs. 
Menville. He ſpent the day with us, but 
returned in the evening to town. Next 
Tueſday we ſhall ſet off for Sudbury, and 
hope to find you and my father in perfect 
health. Lady Hartwill and her ſiſter are 
expected to-morrow ; Mrs. Menville would 
not permit our departure until we had ſpent 
a few days with thoſe worthy ladies; I am 
prepared to reſpe& them for their affection 
to our friend. And now, my dear mother, I 
_ cloſe up my correſpondence from Grove- 
Houſe, happy in the proſpect which opens 
for the felicity of our dear and valued 
friends, and convinced, that even in this 
world, real merit, and the ſtri&t performance 
of our ſeveral duties, ſeldom fail of being 
rewarded ; and that filial duty, gratitude, and 
 felt-denial, are virtues which evermore ob- 
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| tains the eſteem and admiration of the worthy - 
part of mankind; and ſecure to us ſelf- ap- 
probation, deprived of which, all the dau- 
five pleaſures of the world can never make 
us happy within . ourſelves, or — in 


| 0 190 of others. 


4 am ever, e der madam, 


your nr oblige and affe@tionare daughter | 


E. M. — ] 


| .” * * * N - 1 w ” : 
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CONCLUSION. 


ITHIN the limited time, Mrs. 
' Menville had pronũſed her hand to 
cm Harley; he received the bleſſing ſo 
earneſtly coveted, from the hands of Sir 
Charles Wentworth, to the infinite ſatisfac- 
tion of their mutual friends; Mrs. Menville 
found in his ardent affection and reſpectful 
attentions, that happineſs ſne had ſo long 
ſought for in vain; a happineſs which nei- 
ther time nor accidents could diminiſh; be- 
cauſe founded on acknowledged merits, and 
thoſe amiable virtues which received ſtrength! 
and permanency from practice, and a ſolicitude 
to render others as bleſt as themſelves. They 
had two children, and lived to ſee them, and 


the lovely Emily Menville happily ſettled; 
Sir 
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Sir Charles and Lady Wentworth, Mr. and 
5 Mrs. Colemore, and their other connexions, 


ever preſerved an uninterrupted friendſhip. 


Mrs. Neville was married to Colonel Hunt- 


ley, and Miſs Neville having too much deli- 
cacy to accept of the ſeveral offers made 
her, divided her time alternately among her 
friends; 5 


Lord Longfield, Mr. Martin and Mr. 


Oſwald returned from their tour, the two 


former perfectly cured of their paſſion; his 
Eordſhip ſoon after married Lady Hartwill, 
whoſe many aimable qualities greatly over- 


balanced five or fix years difference in their 


ages. Mr. Martin remained unmarried, but 


cultivated and obtained the efteem of all his 


friends. Mr. Oſwald was, by the example 


before him, cured of his follies, and made 


his wife happy. What became of Mrs. 
Thurkill, was never known, but we may, 
without a breach of charity, ſuppoſe her 
vices rendered her a deſpicable object, and 
the end of her life (without repentance) 
VVV 
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muſt have been poverty, contempt and 


miſery. Her mother was fooliſh enough, 


on her return to England, to beſtow herſelf 
and fortune on a diſſipated young man, not 
worth A Hilling. 


The Oſſuana family wa up a conſtant 
correſpondence with Captain Harley, and 
rejoiced in his friendſbip; the lovely Anto- 
nia gave her hand to the Duke de Solis, and 
by ſo doing, made her friends happy as 
well as herſelf. She wrote a letter of con- 
gratulation to Lady Wentworth, on Mrs. 
Menville's marriage, which was highly grati- 
fying to all parties. Thus, by a ſtrict rec- 
titude of principle, by the obſervance of every 
moral obligation, and every practical virtue, 
the dutiful daughter, the affectionate ſiſter, 
the ſincere friend, and the obedient faithful 
wife, was at length rewarded for the per- 
formance of her ſeveral duties, by being 
united to a worthy man, whoſe whole ſtudy 
through life, was to make her happy. 
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